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Accessible Picnic and Camping 
Facilities

Bill Botten
Accessibility Specialist
bottenb3@gmail.com

Outdoor Developed Areas
• Trails

• Picnic/Camping

•Beach Access Routes

•Viewing areas

Effective November 25, 2013

New construction and 
alterations
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Covered
• Facilities constructed 

or altered by 
– Federal agencies 

– Non-federal entities 
constructing facilities 
on federal land on 
behalf of federal 
agencies e.g., a 
concession contract, 
partnership agreement, 
or similar arrangement

Not Covered

• Facilities subject to 
ADA

• ADA facilities built 
or altered with 
Federal grants and 
loans (ABA)

Format and Organization
• ABA Chapter 2:  

Scoping Requirements

• F244 Camping Facilities

• F245 Picnic Facilities

• F246 Viewing Areas

• F247 Trails

• F248 Beach Access Routes 

Format and Organization
Chapter 10:  Recreation Facilities

• 1011 Outdoor Constructed Features 

• 1012 Parking Spaces within Accessible 

Camping Units and Picnic Units

• 1013 Tent Pads and Tent Platforms 

• 1014 Camp Shelters 

• 1015 Viewing Areas 

• 1016 Outdoor Recreation Access Routes 

• 1017 Trails 

• 1018 Beach Access Routes 

• 1019 Conditions for Exceptions
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Conditional exceptions

• Apply on a provision-by-provision basis 

• Where full compliance with a technical provision 
is not possible because of the limitations and 
constraints included in the conditional 
exceptions…

• “extent practicable”

Conditional exceptions

• Compliance is not 
practicable                     
due to terrain

• Compliance cannot be                
accomplished with the 
prevailing 
construction practices

Conditional exceptions
• Compliance would fundamentally alter the 

function or purpose of the facility or the 
setting

• Compliance is precluded by the:
 Endangered Species Act;
 National Environmental Policy Act;
 National Historic Preservation Act;
 Wilderness Act; or
 Other Federal, State, or local laws
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ApplicationException Permitted for:

Alterations Only
Outdoor Constructed Features - clear 
ground space 

New Construction or AlterationsTent Pads/Tent Platforms - any 
provision 

New Construction or AlterationsCamp Shelters any provision 

Alterations Only
Outdoor Recreation Access Routes at 
Camping facilities, Picnic facilities, 
and Trailheads - any provision 

Alterations OnlyViewing Areas - any provision 

New Construction or Alterations 
Outdoor Recreation Access Routes to 
Viewing Areas -- any provision 

New Construction or AlterationsTrails - any provision
New Construction or AlterationsBeach Access routes - any provision

Permissible Uses of Conditions for 
Exceptions

Alterations and Additions 
• When altering or adding 

picnic/camping units at an 
existing facility, only consider the 
number of altered or added units 
to determine the required 
number of units with mobility 
features. Continue this practice 
whenever picnic/camping units 
are altered or added until the 
total number of units with 
mobility features in the facility 
complies with the minimum 
number required. 

Picnic facilities
• Two new terms

• Picnic facility –

developed for outdoor recreational purposes that 
contains picnic units.
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Picnic facilities
• Picnic unit – outdoor space in a picnic facility that 

contains outdoor constructed features 

Picnic facilities
• At least 20% of picnic units in picnic facility where 

two or more picnic units are provided
• Two or fewer = each accessible

Picnic facilities
• 20% of outdoor constructed features in public 

and common use areas serving accessible 
picnic units

• Dispersion of accessible picnic units required
• ORAR connection
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Camping facilities

• Two new terms
• Camping facility –

developed for 
outdoor 
recreational 
purposes that 
contains camping 
units.

Camping facilities
Camping unit – outdoor space in a camping facility 
that contains outdoor constructed features, RV 
parking spaces, tent pads or tent platforms, or camp 
shelters.

Camping facilities

Minimum Number of Accessible 
Camping Units Required

Total Number of Camping Units 
Provided 

in Camping Facility
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22 to 25

326 to 50

451 to 75

576 to 100

7101 to 150

8151 to 200

8, plus 2 percent of the number over 
200

201 and over
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Camping facilities
• Applies to each type of camping unit provided.

• Dispersion of accessible camping units required

Outdoor constructed features

• Multiple features within 
accessible units at least 2

• 20% of OCF’s in public 
and common use areas 
serving accessible 
camping units

• ORAR connection

Camping facilities
• Parking spaces within accessible 

camping units

• RV space – 20 feet wide 
minimum, exception for 16 feet 
where two adjacent spaces are 
provided

• Other vehicles – 16 feet wide 
minimum

• Surface – firm and stable

• Slope - 1:20 maximum, except 
asphalt, concrete, or boards = 
1:48
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Camping facilities

• Tent pads and tent platforms

• Clear ground space – 48 inches 
on all usable sides, exception 
where conditional exceptions 
apply

• Surface – stable and firm

• Slope – 1:20 maximum, except 
asphalt, concrete, or boards = 
1:48

• Tent platform – 19 inches 
maximum above surface

Camping facilities
Tent platforms/ Camping shelters

• Floor height where 
elevated at entrance - 19 
inches maximum above 
ground

• Where level entry or 
ramped entry is provided 
– turning space required

Camping facilities
• Camp shelters –

conditional exceptions may 
apply 

• Clear ground space at 
entrance – 36 inches 
minimum by 48 inches 
minimum

• Surface – firm and 
stable

• Slope – 1:20 maximum, 
except asphalt, 
concrete, or boards = 
1:48
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Parking spaces within camping 
units and picnic units Stations

• Recreational Vehicles

• Parking spaces and pull-up spaces for recreational vehicles 
shall be 20 feet wide minimum.

• EXCEPTION:  Where two adjacent parking spaces are provided for recreational vehicles, one 
parking space shall be permitted to be 16 feet wide minimum.

• Other Vehicles

• Parking spaces for vehicles, other than recreational vehicles, 
shall be 16 feet wide minimum.

• EXCEPTION:  Where two adjacent parking spaces are provided for vehicles, other than 
recreational vehicles, one parking space shall be permitted to be 8 feet wide minimum.

• Signage is not required

Outdoor constructed features

Outdoor constructed features

• Picnic tables

• Fire rings 

• Grills

• Fireplaces and 
woodstoves

• Trash and recycling 
containers

• Water hydrants

• Utility and sewage 
hookups

• Outdoor rinsing 
showers

• Benches

• Viewing Scopes
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Outdoor constructed features

• Scoping  - Camping 
facilities, Picnic facilities; 
Viewing areas, 
Trailheads, and Trails

• Outdoor constructed 
features are not scoped 
at beaches

Outdoor constructed features
• Clear ground space – exception where feature is 

altered, but surface is not OR where conditional 
exceptions permit departures in alterations 

• Size and location – addressed in a table for 
each element

• Surface – firm and stable

• Surface slope – 1:20 except asphalt, concrete, 
or boards = 1:48 maximum

• Openings = ½ inch

Picnic tables
• One wheelchair space for each 24 linear feet of 

usable table surface, knee and toe clearance 
required at space (306)
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Picnic tables
• Positioned for forward approach

• Knee and toe complying with 306

• 36 inches along all usable sides of the table

Fire rings, grills, fireplaces, and 
woodstoves

• fire building surface - 9 inches minimum above the 
clear ground space 

• cooking surface – 15 inches minimum – 34 inches 
maximum above clear ground space.

Fire rings, grills, fireplaces, and 
woodstoves

•Clear space - 48 inches by 48 inches 
on all usable sides of the fire ring, grill, 

fireplace, or woodstove

•Center the space on each usable side
•Raised edges/walls – depth 10 inches 
max.
•Operable parts – must be in reach 
range but no req. for grasping, twisting, 
pinching (309.4) 
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Water hydrants

• 48 by 72 inches

• Located so that water 
spout is 11” min. and 12” 
max. from the rear 
center of the long side of 
the space

• Adjoining ORAR, trail, 
or another clear space

•Water spouts – 28 inches minimum –
36 inches maximum.

•Operable parts – comply with reach 
ranges only

• No requirement for tight grasp, 
twisting, or pinching with one hand 
(309.4)

Water hydrants

Utility and sewage hookups 

• 30 inches by 60 
inches 
• Locate space so that 
the hook-ups are at the 
rear center
• Bollards may not 
obstruct the clear 
ground space
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Outdoor rinsing showers

• Clear ground space - 60 inches by 
60 inches centered on the shower 
heads
• Locate the clear ground space so 
that the shower pedestal is at rear 
end of the space.

• At least one handheld or fixed 
head 

48 inches minimum 

• Clear ground space - 36 
inches by 48 inches positioned 
near the bench with one side 
of the space adjoining an 
ORAR or trail.

• Clear ground space may not 
overlap the outdoor recreation 
access route or trail.

Benches

Trash and recycling containers

• Clear ground space

36 X 48 – forward

30 X 60 – parallel

• Adjoin or connect to an ORAR, 
trail
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Trash and recycling containers
• Dumpster type trash and 
recycling receptacles  - not 
required to comply with reach 
ranges or operable parts.

• Hinged lid receptacles 
designed to keep out large 
animals not required to 
comply with operable parts. 
(309.4)

Bear boxes

1011.3 Operable Parts. Operable parts shall comply with 309.3 
and 309.4.

EXCEPTIONS:  2. Trash and recycling receptacles with hinged 
lids and controls to keep out large animals shall comply with 
309.4 to the extent practicable.

Associated recreation facilities

 Play areas

 Fishing piers or platforms

 Recreational boating 
facilities

 Miniature golf

 Golf
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Toilet and Bathing

 In new construction, all 
toilet and bathing facilities 
must be accessible, 
except:

 Portable units (5% min.) 

 Clustered single user 
toilet rooms (50% min.)

Electric vehicle (EV) charging 
stations

• ADA Standards do not include 
specific provisions for (EV) charging 
stations. Check local requirements.

• Advisable to address access to EV 
charging stations so that they are 
usable by people with disabilities. 

• If provided, accessible spaces at EV 
charging stations cannot count 
toward the minimum number of 
accessible car and van parking 
spaces required in a parking facility.

DESIGN RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
ACCESSIBLE EV CHARGING

Access Board issued Design Recommendations for 
Accessible Electric Vehicle Charging Stations (July 21, 
2022)

https://www.access-board.gov/ta/tad/ev/
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Drinking fountains & water 
bottle filling stations

• A wheelchair accessible and a 
standing height drinking 
fountain provided at each 
location.

• Bottle filler can not substitute 
for high or low fountain.

Other Power-Driven Mobility 
Devices (OPDMD’s)

https://www.ada.gov/resources/opdmds/#
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Service animals
You can ask two questions:
1) Is the dog a service animal 
required because of a disability? 
If yes,
2) what work or task has the dog 
been trained to perform? 

Do not ask:
• About the handler’s disability
• To see the animal perform its 

task
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https://www.ada.gov/resources/service-animals-2010-requirements/
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Question and Answers

ADA National Network

• Ten regional centers 
provide guidance, 
training, and 
materials on the ADA

• 1-800-949-4232

• ADAta.org
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Technical Assistance
• Archived Webinars
• https://www.accessibilityonline.org/ao/archives/

https://www.access-
board.gov/aba/guides/chapter-10-
outdoor/#
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Resources

U.S Department of Justice

Implementing regulation and additional 

requirements

Requirements for existing facilities – Title II & III

(800) 514-0301 (voice)

(800) 514-0383 (TTY)

www.ada.gov

U.S. Access Board

2010 Accessibility Standards for new 

construction and alterations

(202) 272-0080 (voice/TTY)

(202) 272-0081 (FAX)

ta@access-board.gov

www.access-board.gov
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