General

This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Last Update
26 Jan 2023 11:31:10

Park or Trail Name District
Redhead Mountain Bike Park 1

Location Description

Redhead Mountain Bike Park's main entrance is located at the Minnesota Discovery Center in Chisholm,
Minnesota. Chisholm is in the center (heart) of the Iron Range, minutes from Hibbing and Virginia on Highway
169.

Redhead MTB Park
1005 Discovery Drive
Chisholm, MN 55719

Park/Trail Address City

1005 Discovery Drive Chisholm
Park/Trail State Zip
Minnesota 55719
Latitude Longitude
47.47994 -92.89439

Map of Park/Trail

Description: Redhead Existing Conditions with Aerial
Photo
Map-ExistingConditions-AerialPhoto_211cbe.pdf

Description: Redhead Existing Conditions Map
Map-ExistingConditions_1fad81.pdf

Facility Website
goredhead.com -and- ci.chisholm.mn.us/redhead-park

Organization
City of Chisholm

Lead Contact Person Title

1/12


http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/22-015D/Map-ExistingConditions-AerialPhoto_211cbe.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/22-015D/Map-ExistingConditions_1fad81.pdf

Bridgit Maruska Parks, Trails, & Recreation Director

Mailing Address City

316 W Lake St Chisholm

State Zip

Minnesota 55719

Phone Email

2189696408 bmaruska@ci.chisholm.mn.us

Joint Applicants

Joint Applicant #1 Upload Resolution

City of Chisholm 1122-99 Redhead_ Trail Designation_Application R

esolution_815055.pdf

Joint Applicant #2
Joint Applicant #3

Joint Applicant #4

Other project supporters

Description

This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Regional Significance Statement

Owned by the city of Chisholm and operated with the Minnesota Discovery Center and Iron Range Off-Road
Cyclists, Redhead is an abandoned mine pit turned world-class mountain bike park. Legislation and passion
started the project and it continues to grow. Traversing the red cliffside above the agua blue Pillsbury Pit
offers an incomparable Midwest panorama. Seventy thousand visits in 2022 make Redhead an economic
driver for the region and the city of Chisholm.

Classification
Special Recreational Feature Park

Overview/Description of Park or Trail

Redhead Mountain Bike Park in Chisholm, Minnesota opened in 2020 and currently has 25 miles of trails.
The unique landscape of Redhead immediately made it a must-experience destination. The peaks and
valleys carved into the earth by miners creates a naturally dynamic trail system with a pristine, clear lake at
the base for paddle sports. Redhead's central proximity to Tioga and Giants Ridge creates a multi-day
experience of biking, hiking, and paddling as described in Ride the Range tourism and marketing of the
region.

Through a phased process, Redhead is adding more trails and amenities every year, turning the mined and
machined landscape into a world-class mountain bike park. Owned by the city of Chisholm and operated in
partnership with Minnesota Discovery Center (the trailhead), and Iron Range Off-Road Cyclists (trail
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maintenance volunteers), Redhead is a free, public, multi-use trail system for riding and hiking open 7 days a
week. The city of Chisholm, Minnesota Discovery Center, and Iron Range Off-Road Cyclists are working
together to make Redhead unlike anything in the region.

Redhead MTB Park shares a portion of its trail system with the Mesabi Trail, connecting Redhead directly to
28 Iron Range communities when the Mesabi Trail is complete. Redheads proximity to the Minnesota
Discovery Center and the Minnesota Museum of Mining successfully cross-promotes the regions history.
Redhead is a product of mining and shares its story with a new audience - outdoor recreation enthusiasts.
Future signage throughout the park will incorporate mining and the regions history.

Redhead has already been featured in two films, Reclaimed (a Redhead original production) and Biketown (a
story of mountain bikers, unlikely partnerships and the communities they create) by Freehub Magazine, and
has won two awards: 2022 winner of Environmental Initiative Award for Rural Vitality by Houston Engineering
and 2022 winner of the Minnesota Brownfields Award for Innovation. These films and other videos featuring
Redhead are available on the Redhead page at the city of Chisholms website.
https://www.ci.chisholm.mn.us/redhead-park

Redheads soft opening during the Pandemic in 2020 prevented a rush of attendance, but not for long. Our
trail counter has tracked 70,000 ins of bikers and pedestrians at the trailhead between May 2022 and
December 2022. Redhead hosted over 4,000 athletes and spectators at the Minnesota Cycling Association's
All Team Finale Race in October 2022 with youth racers from across Minnesota representing 130 schools.
Mountain bike enthusiasts from all over the US and even internationally are coming to Redhead for its
premier trails. Locally, Redhead is the destination for an impressive hiking community and group rides.

Redhead plans to add more adaptive ADA accessible trails, amenities, a paved pump track, and skills course.
Currently, Redhead is known for its technical and difficult trails which appeal to advanced riders. The
expansion plans will make Redhead a family-friendly adventure riding destination as well. The city of
Chisholm is poised and ready to grow alongside its mountain bike park to offer more businesses and
amenities for tourism and recreation.

Total Acreage or Mileage

1225

Acquisition and Development Status

Existing Park or Trail

The city of Chisholm acquired land leases through St. Louis County tax forfeited land, ground leases from the
State of Minnesota, and acquired land via a transfer from St. Louis County.

63 acres acquired through land transfer from St. Louis County to City of Chisholm

Development status

Some development, but more proposed

New facilities proposed

Facility Listing

This section provides an overview of existing and proposed site facilities and general site
characteristics .

Existing Facilities Proposed Facilities

e Group campsites e Camping-cross-section of camper types
e Electric/water/sewer RV sites
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Other camping-related facilities Electric/water campsites

The city of Chisholm manages the lease on the St. ¢ Electric campsites
Louis County Fairgrounds land at the trailhead of ¢ Non-electric campsites
Redhead. The management agreement allows the City e Group campsites
of Chisholm to use St. Louis County Fairgrounds land e Tent only sites
for overflow camping when the Iron Trail Campground e Camper Cabins
is full or large groups desire to stay at the trailhead.
Example: Minnesota Cycling Association Race - Other camping-related facilities
participants and families booked camping at the The city of Chisholm would like to expand its city run
trailhead during the race. campground and given the opportunity, would
consider adding camping options within the
¢ Picnicking and picnic shelters boundaries of Redhead where feasible.
e Walking Trails (paved)
e Hiking Trails (natural) The Minnesota Discovery Center (MDC) is a joint
e Biking Trails (paved) power of Redhead and several trails intersect the land
e Mountain Biking Trails (natural) leased by MDC, but MDC itself is not a part of the
e Swimming designation.
¢ Canoeing Facilities
¢ Visitor Center ¢ Picnicking and picnic shelters
e Nature Center/Interpretation Trails e Walking Trails (paved)
¢ Restrooms/sanitation building e Hiking Trails (natural)
¢ Roads and Parking Areas ¢ Biking Trails (paved)

e Mountain Biking Trails (natural)

¢ Cross-country Skiing Trails

e Horseback Riding Trails (natural)
e Swimming

e Canoeing Facilities

¢ Fishing Piers

¢ Visitor Center

¢ Nature Center/Interpretation Trails
¢ Play areas, with an outdoor theme
e Dog Parks

¢ Climbing (natural/man-made)

e Zip Lines

¢ Restrooms/sanitation building

¢ Roads and Parking Areas

Existing Facilities Other Information

Minnesota Discovery Center operates water recreation rentals in the Pillsbury Pit including canoes and
kayaks. Families can take Redhead's shuttle van down to the dock for swimming and paddling.

Minnesota Discovery Center also rents snowshoes in winter.

30West (privately owned Chisholm business) is located on site at Redhead (in MDC) to rent and work on
bicycles.

Educational component, museum signs throughout park: mining history, geology, and paleontology, and
Native American history.

Proposed Facilities Other Information

Water features for family play, adaptive trails.

Open to all family friendly features to make Redhead a four season adventure destination.

General Site Characteristics

Redhead Mountain Bike Park is unique in its features and offerings. The trailhead is located at the Minnesota
Discovery Center, the largest museum complex in Minnesota outside of the Twin Cities. Within the city limits
of Chisholm, (population 4,775) the topography and vistas offered throughout Redhead MTB Park are unlike
any found within 1,000 miles. Purpose built, world-class mountain bike trails throughout the park offer
adventure and challenge to all skill level riders. Redhead is considered by many to be the most scenic,
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unequalled park in the Midwest.

Redhead is built around abandoned mine pits: Pillsbury, Glen, Leonard, Leonard-Burt, Monroe-Tenner, and
Dunwoody. The machined landscape offers red rock outcroppings, cratered deep blue lakes, expansive
overlooks, towering cliff faces, rugged bedrock, and rich, iron-stained dirt. The red dirt left behind on bike
jerseys and hiking boots have become a Redhead badge of honor. "It's kind of like the Grand Canyon of the
north with mountain bike trails around its perimeter." -Lee Bloomquist, Business North

Site characteristics upload

Description: Rock outcroppings throughout the site

rockhopping2_4b915d.jpg

Site characteristics upload
Description: Custom trails tailored to the topography of the site

rockgardendescent2_95d10b.jpg

Site characteristics upload
Description: Beautiful vistas
patfracturedfalls2_f63ffa.jpg

Site characteristics upload
Description: Clear lake with red rock formations

supinpit3_fcd2bb.jpg

Site characteristics upload
Description: Historical mining interpretive site at the Glen Location
Glennlocationpavedredhead2_ cd54b5.jpg

Site characteristics upload
Description: Unique perspective from above
mineviewlatesummer2_260c21.jpg

Site characteristics upload
Description: Iron mine remnant lake
paddlesports2_a56518.jpg

Master Plan

Master Plan Status:
No Master Plan is Available

Additional Supportive Information:

Redhead compliments four existing recreational amenities: the Mesabi Trail, Giants Ridge, Tioga, and
Cuyuna, making northern Minnesota perfectly situated to become an international destination for
mountain bikers, hikers, and outdoor enthusiasts of all ages and skill levels. Between all four
mountain bike parks there are 145 miles of trail, and each trail system has something different to offer
its users. Redhead's distinguishing features include epic panoramas from bluffs and overlooks,
historical and scientific interpretive signage, and proximity to operative mining and museums.
Redhead fills a gap between Giants Ridge and the West Range and provides accessibility and reason
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for enthusiasts to Ride the Range. The initial Phase | build of Redhead Mountain Bike Park was
awarded by the Minnesota Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation at $1.77M. The entirety of this
funding was spent on what will qualify as the most difficult trails. The city of Chisholm's Redhead
department has an annual budget of $100,000 for operations and maintenance. Iron Range Off-Road
Cyclists have a maintenance budget for Redhead of apx. $10,000 annually. Redhead MTB Park is
currently seeking funding for Phase Il Trail build outs and amenities through the Legislative-Citizen
Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR) grant process. Currently, Redhead's projects have
been recommended by the LCCMR Commission to receive $1.666M in funding. If awarded, projects
include: adaptive trails, trailhead amenity development, a pumptrack and skills course.

Classification Details

Special Recreational Feature Park Classification

Provides a High-Quality Outdoor Recreation Criteria #1 Images

Experience Aerial view of the Redhead trailhead 2024
Redhead's trails were designed to offer a world-class 20240717-DJl 20240717090058 0012 D-
mountain bike experience. A cadre of some of the bestsm_d0b8i8.jpg

trail builders in the country were brought into the

project simultaneously to build the system quickly but Criteria #1 Images

also to create unique trail experiences. Each trail MCA All Team Finale Race Oct 2022
builder's style is different, creating a varied and Lily Ward_Star_Tribune MCA_AIl_Team_Finale Rac
versatile experience for riders. e_Oct 2022 617396.jpg

Data to consider for comparison: Cuyuna's second Criteria #1 Images

year (2012) trail counters totaled just over 22,000 30West Bike Shop at Trailhead, from Duluth News

riders. Redhead's year three (2022) trail counter Tribune

totaled just over 70,000 riders and pedestrians. While 30WestBikeShopatTrailheadfromDuluthNewsTribune_

not close enough in proximity to the Twin Cities to host485fa0.jpg

metro/urban day riders, Redhead offers the region's

economy opportunity to host extended stays in hotels, Criteria #1 Images

short term rentals, and campgrounds Year-round physical activity
yearroundadventure_f66a8f.jpg

Redhead is notably equipped to host large races and

festivals, unlike neighboring Tioga or Cuyuna. The Criteria #1 Images

trailhead is located next to the St. Louis County Youth race at Redhead

Fairgrounds, an expansive open area designed to hostRedheadTrailYouth 7ad754.jpg

thousands. The economic impact of large events and

races extend to multiple communities in the region:  Criteria #1 Images

Chisholm, Hibbing, Keewatin, Nashwauk, Buhl, Challenging bike trails woven throughout the park
Mountain Iron, Virginia, and more. REDHEAD_OSM_AB_112420-1270462-sm_0c874d.]
bg

Provides a Natural and Scenic Setting Offering a  Criteria #2 Images

Compelling Sense of Place Serene water access

Sense of place at Redhead is both inexplicable and RedheadKayak01 e4282a.jpg
breathtaking. The tremendous landscape of Redhead

was built by miners with machines and this man-made Criteria #2 Images

element is why it almost feels out of place. Looking  Aerial view of the lake

over the Pillsbury Pit, bikers and hikers cannot help  mineviewlatesummer_1fb4a2.jpg
but think they are somewhere in the southwest, albeit

with more water. There are many untapped uses for  Criteria #2 Images
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the lake in Redhead, a feature Redhead's leadership Unique vista, image from Shrpa blog
is excited to develop. The tree cover is still in its infant fromShrpa_98996a.jpg

state and will only gain in size and greatness. Scott

Linnenburger of Kay-Linn Enterprises in Boulder, CO Criteria #2 Images

(master planning, field design, and construction A showcase of the region's diverse landscape
management of the Tioga, Redhead, and Giants RedheadDrone02_b3a4b4.jpg

Ridge parks) said this of Redhead's natural and scenic

setting, "l didn't really know what we were getting Criteria #2 Images

into... | knew that the Redhead site was focused on a Redhead provides access to views not found
number of old iron pits that were flooded. So what|  anywhere else.

knew is that we had a lake, but when | stepped onto  20240717-DJI_20240717085707_0007_D-
the site and saw all the vertical red walls, and white  sm_6ebc57.jpg

trunks of the birches, my jaw literally just dropped, and

| thought, this is not what | expect. It's so, so much

more."

Every foot of Redhead's trails is designed and
constructed to maximize the engagement and
experience of the rider. Redhead is known to be a fully
immersive and according to Benji Neff (Director of
Mountain Sports at Giants Ridge), "It's unlike anything
you've ridden." If comparing Redhead to other
mountain bike trail systems in the United States, liken
it to the bluffs in Arkansas or the canyons in
Southwest Utah.

Well-located to Serve a Regional Need and/or Criteria #3 Images

Tourist Destination Iron Man sculpture and landmark near the Redhead
Outdoor adventure is nothing new to the region but  trailhead

has mostly been experienced in the Chisholm area on IronMan_a6dc85.jpg

wheels WITH motors. Self-propelled adventure

seekers are a new demographic of tourist we offer a  Criteria #3 Images

warm welcome to. Chisholm's central location on the Outside Magazine article by Megan Michelsone by
Iron Range fills a gap for outdoor recreation tourism  QutsideMagazineArticle2021 197f28.jpg

between Cuyuna, Tioga and Giants Ridge. The four

trail systems form a leapfrog riding adventure as Criteria #3 Images

described at Ridetherange.com. Chisholm is Redhead's Origin

positioned and ready to offer a world class tourist fromironminetorecreationalgem_aa5b0f.jpg
experience beyond what is already provided within the

museums. Chisholm has the right people and Criteria #3 Images

positions in place to grow the city as quintessential Proximity of Redhead trails to Minnesota Discovery
tourist destination. The movie industry with Lost Forty Center

Studio made Chisholm home and more businesses  20240717-DJI_20240717090118 0014 D-

are popping up and showing interest in an already sm_59b4dd.jpg

vibrant downtown.

Another note on well-located: Redhead is the only
mountain bike park directly sharing a portion of the
paved Mesabi Trail which spans from Tioga to Giants
Ridge, offering a trail system with complete
interconnectedness. Being directly on the Mesabi Trail
means bikers can enter and exit the park on two
wheels, not only from Chisholm, but from neighboring
Hibbing and Virginia and beyond.
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While Redhead fills a need for outdoor adventure
locally, tourism may be the most compelling driver
behind Redhead. A scan of license plates in the
Redhead lot on any given summer day spotlights
plates from everywhere across the United States.
Riding the Range is an ever-growing reality and it is
bringing positive attention to northern Minnesota.

Fills a Gap in Recreational Opportunity within the Criteria #4 Images

Region Mining history and outdoor recreation meet
Small mountain bike trail systems and foot paths will ironmanandbikerstoscaleresize_a65fce.jpg
continually be designed and dug throughout the

region. There's always a local need for small trail Criteria #4 Images

systems, offering refuge and recreation to Merchandise sales help fund trail maintenance
communities, but Redhead MTB Park is bigger than a through IROC

backyard trail. Redhead is a grand showcase of the  merch_b6bed0.jpg

region's diverse landscape - mountainous man-made

vistas above sheer red rocks, shining green blue lake, Criteria #4 Images

vibrant growing trees and underbrush. The dynamic  Trailhead, Pete Kero speaks to crowd
professional trail building in the first 25 miles of grandopeningpetekerospeakingattrailhead b5fbd5.jpg
Redhead establish it as world-class trail system.

Criteria #4 Images
The team behind Redhead changed legislation to get IROC volunteer in Redhead jersey

behind the mine fences, and they aren't stopping. volunteer2_817283.jpg

Goals Redhead's leadership are working toward

include inspiring people of all ages, abilities and Criteria #4 Images

backgrounds to get on the trail, boosting outdoor Redhead's home team West Range Composite

recreation opportunities and tourism across the region, westrangecompositemtbteam_fb7bee.jpg
promoting safe and responsible use of the trails, and
advancing diversity and inclusion on the trails. Criteria #4 Images
Improvements to the trailhead will provide a host of
Recent small steps taken toward these goals include: new opportunities
growing a local hiking group, building an Adopt-a-Trail RedheadTrailhead_079744.jpg
maintenance program, obtaining DNR grant funding
for a free community and schools snowshoe program,
partnering with local non-profit Voices for Ethnic and
Multicultural Awareness (VEMA) to establish outdoor
adventure programming, establishing a free bicycle
rental program by local non-profit Kids' Plus, applying
for LCCMR funding for adaptive trails expansion, and

more.
Attachments
Doc Name Description Url
Classification Criteria4 Upload Mining history and outdoor ironmanandbikerstoscaleresize a
recreation meet 65fce.jpg
Classification Criteria4 Upload Merchandise sales help fund trail  merch_b6bed0.jpg
maintenance through IROC
Park Trail Map Redhead Existing Conditions with  Map-ExistingConditions-

Aerial Photo AerialPhoto_211cbe.pdf
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Natural Resources Sustainability
plan

Redhead Existing Conditions Map

Rock outcroppings throughout the
site

Custom trails tailored to the
topography of the site

Beautiful vistas
Clear lake with red rock formations

Historical mining interpretive site
at the Glen Location

Unique perspective from above
Iron mine remnant lake

Aerial view of the Redhead
trailhead 2024

MCA All Team Finale Race Oct
2022

Iron Man sculpture and landmark
near the Redhead trailhead

City of Chisholm Comprehensive
Plan (2022)

Regional Recreation Trends from
the City of Hibbing Parks & Trails
Master Plan

Trailhead, Pete Kero speaks to
crowd

30West Bike Shop at Trailhead,
from Duluth News Tribune

Outside Magazine article by
Megan Michelsone by

Serene water access
Aerial view of the lake
IROC volunteer in Redhead jersey

Redhead's Origin

Year-round physical activity

Redhead's home team West
Range Composite
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Map-
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