
 

  

General
This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Last Update
17 Apr 2017 07:27:16

Park or Trail Name
Collinwood Regional Park

District
4

Location Description
This 308 acre park is situated on the Western boarder of Wright County south of State Highway 12 near
Cokato, MN. The address to the park is 17251 70th Street Southwest, Cokato, MN 55321.

  Park/Trail Address City

Park/Trail State Zip

Latitude
45.04223546

Longitude
-94.24552917

Map of Park/Trail
Description:
collinwood_trailhead Map 9_2015_50e4d4.pdf

Facility Website

  Organization
Wright County Parks

Lead Contact Person
Brad Harrington

Title

Mailing Address
1901Hwy. 25 North

City
Buffalo

State
Minnesota

Zip
55313

Phone Email
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763-682-7894 bradley.harrington@co.wright.mn.us
Joint Applicants

Joint Applicant #1 

Joint Applicant #2 

Joint Applicant #3 

Joint Applicant #4 

Other project supporters 
N/A

Description

This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Regional Significance Statement

Classification
Natural Resource Based Regional Park

Overview/Description of Park or Trail
Collinwood Park and Campground has supported recreating Minnesotans for more than 30 years. With a
wide range of recreational opportunities, Collinwood garners attention from not only citizens of Wright County
and Greater Minnesota, but the Metro as well.

This 308 acre park is situated on the Western boarder of Wright County south of State Highway 12 near
Cokato, MN. With an annual visitation of over 30,000 people to the park and over 3,000 camping occasions at
the campgrounds (1 camping visit per night) during the camping season (late April-September), Collinwood
Regional Park is a significant place, not only for Wright County but the State of Minnesota.

Each year Collinwood Park host numerous events that bring in thousands of visitors. In the past some of
these events have included the Dassel/Cokato Cross Country Invite, the Howard Lake, Waverly Winsted
(HLWW) Cross Country Invite, and Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Environmental Field Day
with the Dassel/ Cokato School District. Each year, Collinwood has become more of an asset to Wright
County and the surrounding areas and will continue to partner with schools and other organizations to bring
people out to the park.

Collinwood Park offers a wide range of facilities and diverse habitat which allows visitors to experience the
outdoors in a natural setting. Opportunities for a variety of camping styles, trail uses, and water recreation
including fishing, swimming, and boating exists at Collinwood Park. The 8 restored wetlands, 50 plus acres of
forested area, 80 acres of grass lands and the balance of mixed vegetation provides exceptional
opportunities to view a variety of wild life species within the park.

In the future Wright County hopes to expand the existing 49 camping sites at Collinwood with 20 new sites
east of the current RV sites these new sites will accommodate 60????? RV?????s. Expand the tent camping
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sites, add additional trails throughout the park, develop a rain garden that will assist in intercepting runoff and
pollution, and develop a new boardwalk with interpretive signage along the wetland within the park. With
these additions, Collinwood Regional Park will continue to be a destination of desire within Wright County, the
region, and the State of Minnesota.

Total Acreage or Mileage

Acquisition and Development Status
Complete
Development status

Facility Listing

This section provides an overview of existing and proposed site facilities and general site
characteristics .

Existing Facilities Proposed Facilities

Camping-cross-section of camper types
Electric/water campsites
Electric campsites
Non-electric campsites
Group campsites
Tent only sites

Picnicking and picnic shelters
Hiking Trails (natural)
Cross-country Skiing Trails
Swimming
Lake Access for power boats
Canoeing Facilities
Fishing Piers
Play areas, with an outdoor theme
Restrooms/sanitation building
Roads and Parking Areas

Electric/water/sewer RV sites
Group campsites

Hiking Trails (natural)
Mountain Biking Trails (natural)
Lake Access for power boats
Nature Center/Interpretation Trails
Play areas, with an outdoor theme
Restrooms/sanitation building
Roads and Parking Areas

General Site Characteristics

Site characteristics upload
Description: entry sign
IMG_1360_bfccd1.JPG

Site characteristics upload
Description: park road
IMG_1407_d18e16.JPG

Site characteristics upload
Description: shelter
IMG_1416_61707a.JPG
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Site characteristics upload
Description: playground
IMG_0676_e57b8c.JPG

Site characteristics upload
Description: campers
IMG_0683_fd8b5e.JPG

Master Plan

Additional Supportive Information:

Classification Details

Natural Resource Based Regional Park Classification.

Provides a High-Quality Outdoor Recreation
Experience 
Collinwood Park is situated along the shores of
Collinwood Lake (627 acres) in the Southwestern
portion of Wright County just south of Cokato, MN. Its
central location attracts visitors from as far east as
Washington County, the parks has shown to draw
visitors from within a 70 mile radius, which
encompasses the Metro area. With an annual
visitation of over 30,000 people and over 3,000
camping occasions (1 camping visit per night) during
the camping season (late April-September).
Collinwood Park continues to grow in usage.
Collinwood contains 49 campground sites (40 with
electric hook ups) as well as multiple group camping
and tent camping areas for those that want a more
primitive camping experience. The park has a modern
restroom facility with showers for visitors to use. With
a lake habitat containing a healthy amount of Walleye
and Northern Pike, the lake itself has proven to be a
fishing destination. The recently improved day use
area includes a swimming beach, picnic area, shelter
and play features that have created a more desirable
day use destination. Collinwood is one of the only
parks in the region that offers a variety of winter
recreation, over 3.5 miles groomed cross country ski
trail, the next nearest groomed ski trail is located in
McLeod County which is nearly a 19 mile drive and
contains just 1.8 miles of groomed trail. Also within
Collinwood Park a groomed sledding hill
accommodates visitors enjoying the winter
landscapes.

Criteria #1 Images
Campgrounds
IMG_0682_b3e5b3.JPG

Criteria #1 Images
Trail head Winter
grooming (2) 1_11_17_a21fdb.jpg
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Preserves a Regionally-Significant and Diverse
Natural or Historic Landscape  
Collinwood Lake is surrounded primarily by agricultural
land. With over 6,300 feet of lakeshore, Collinwood
Park helps protect the lake in regards to
eutrophication. Due to the agricultural lands and
irrigation trends in farmlands the water clarity in
Collinwood Lake has declined. Continuing to partner
with the Wright Soil and Water Conservation District
on best practices at Collinwood Park and Campground
we will be able to help control this issue. With 8
restored wetlands within the park that assist in filtering
agricultural runoff as well as a recently improved storm
water catch basin that filters runoff form the parking
area and road way prior to entering the lake helps
control pollution into the lake which in turn will lead to
helping the entire Watershed . These control
measures, along with efforts from the SWCD along the
inlet to Collinwood Lake will help sustain and maintain
a proper habitat for the vegetation and aquatic life
within Collinwood Lake that will allow the park to
maintain its significant role in the lives of people as a
place to recreate.

The upland area of the park consists of 50 plus acres
forested area, 80 acres of grass lands and a balance
of mixed vegetation providing users with the
experience of how the Big Wood Ecosystem began
blending in to the Prairie Grassland Ecosystem.

Collinwood Park also protects over 4,400 feet of the
6,000 feet of shore land and provides public access to
58 acre Chelgren Lake. This lake is an important
feature as the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources use Chelgren Lake as a Walleye rearing
pond that in turn assists in providing quality fisheries
throughout the region.

Criteria #2 Images
scenic overlook
bench at collinwood_297480.jpg

Criteria #2 Images
Sunset on Lake Collinwood
sunset boat_f87817.jpg

 
Well-located and Connected to Serve a Regional
Population and/or Tourist Destination  
This 308 acre park is situated on the Western boarder
of Wright County 2 miles south of State Highway 12 in
Cokato, MN. As of the 2010 Census Wright County
was the 2nd fastest growing county in Minnesota with
a 38.6% in population. This is due in part to the growth
along Interstate 94 around Monticello and Otsego as
well as development in the southwest region around
Delano. Collinwood Park is less than 60 miles from
downtown Minneapolis and 40 miles from St. Cloud,
providing less than a one hour drive to visit the
campgrounds and lake at Collinwood. Currently Wright
County is involved in the Regional Active
Transportation Plan Advisory Group that is looking into
the possibilities of connecting the important

Criteria #3 Images
Group Picture
DC_Wrestling Team Community Service at Collinwood
11_8_14_5ab12b.jpg

Criteria #3 Images
Cross Country Meet
XCC Meet Collinwood 2014_a3a577.JPG
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destinations within 4 counties (Wright, Sherburne,
Benton, Stearns) with a continuous trail system. This
will be done through varying types of trails to include
right-of-ways, paved trails, and un-paved trails through
the 4 county region. Collinwood Park is listed as one
of these places of connection. The easiest access to
Collinwood Regional Park is Rhodes Avenue from CR
31.

 
Fills a Gap in Recreational Opportunity within the
Region 
There is no other state or regional park within 90 miles
of Collinwood Park that provides as many camping
opportunities. It is unique in that it can accommodate
RV Camp sites with electric hook ups, tent camping
and group camping all within the same unit. Although
Schroeder Park is within 18 miles it does not provide
an opportunity for group camping, or any form of trails
for visitors to use. The closest state park with camping
is Ann Lake which does not accommodate RV Camp
sites. So with its unique blend of camping, miles of
trails, a prominent fishing lake and proximity to one of
the fastest growing areas in the state of Minnesota,
Collinwood Park is prime designation for those that
wish to experience the outdoors.

Criteria #4 Images
Tent Camping
camping 2_026882.jpg

Criteria #4 Images
Ice Skater
winter ice skating_644676.jpg

Criteria #4 Images
Beach and Playground
IMG_0667_c8e5c9.JPG

 

Attachments
Doc Name Description Url

Resolution Resolution of Support for Regional
Designation of Collinwood Park
from the Wright County Board of
Commissioners.

1435330456608-collinwood
resolution.pdf

Master Plan Master plan added from master
plan tab

1435331850621-Final Collinwood
Park Master Plan.pdf

Location Map Location map added from general
tab

1435332627039-Collinwood_Loca
tionMap.pdf

Site Map Uploads 2 Trail Map 1463666641636-collinwood park
map.pdf

Site Map Uploads 2 Campground Imagery Map 1463666663931-CollinwoodRVIm
agery.pdf

Regional Map Location Map 1463667209827-Collinwood_Loca
tionMap.pdf

Site Characteristic Images Deer in Meadow 1463667615314-Deer in
Meadow.jpg

Site Characteristic Images Trails in Fall 1463667639557-DSC_0096.JPG

Site Characteristic Images Collinwood Beach 1463667676052-Collinwood
Beach.jpg
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Development Plan Overview
Uploads

Final Concept Plan 1464891565466-Final Concept
Plan.jpg

Ad Cost Projections Photos Phasing and Implementation Plan 1467130002978-Phasing_Implem
entation.pdf

Ad Phasing Plan Photos Phasing and Implementation Plan 1467130017721-Phasing_Implem
entation.pdf

AcqDev Cost Projections Upload Cost Estimate_Collinwood Park +
Campground Development
Plan_cfbf71.pdf

Park Trail Map collinwood_trailhead Map
9_2015_50e4d4.pdf

Regional Map Uploads Collinwood Park
+Campground_Regional Context
Map_c67f3f.jpg

Public Involvement Summ Upload Concept Presented at Park Event Collinwood Development Plan
Concept Draft_7d6778.pdf

Public Involvement Summ Upload Concept Presented at Park Event Collinwood Master Plan Concept
Draft_b7226f.pdf

Public Involvement Summ Upload Existing Conditions Diagram
Presented at Park Event

Collinwood Master Plan Existing
Conditions_e78fad.pdf

Public Involvement Summ Upload Welcome Board Presented at
Public Event

Welcome Board_7054e2.pdf

Public Involvement Summ Upload Online Survey Results Collinwood Park + Campground
Questionnaire
Results_080217_1c5da3.pdf

Development Acquisition Plan
Upload

Core Area Development Plan Collinwood Development
Plan_58442d.pdf

Development Acquisition Plan
Upload

Master Plan Concept Collinwood Master Plan
Concept_eca71b.pdf

Ad Phasing Plan Upload Implementation Table with
Phasing and Cost Estimate

Collinwood Master Plan
Implementation Table_b37d3c.pdf

Natural Resource Based1 Upload Campgrounds IMG_0682_b3e5b3.JPG

Natural Resource Based1 Upload Trail head Winter grooming (2) 1_11_17_a21fdb.jpg

Natural Resource Based2 Upload scenic overlook bench at collinwood_297480.jpg

Natural Resource Based2 Upload Sunset on Lake Collinwood sunset boat_f87817.jpg

Natural Resource Based4 Upload Tent Camping camping 2_026882.jpg

Natural Resource Based4 Upload Ice Skater winter ice skating_644676.jpg

Natural Resource Based4 Upload Beach and Playground IMG_0667_c8e5c9.JPG

Site Characteristics Upload entry sign IMG_1360_bfccd1.JPG

Site Characteristics Upload park road IMG_1407_d18e16.JPG
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Site Characteristics Upload shelter IMG_1416_61707a.JPG

Site Characteristics Upload playground IMG_0676_e57b8c.JPG

Site Characteristics Upload campers IMG_0683_fd8b5e.JPG

Public Health Values Upload NRPA Public Health Study park-programming-better-
health_73b9b8.pdf

Public Health Values Upload NRPA Mental Health Study parks-improved-mental-health-
quality-life_1a3273.pdf

Public Health Values Upload NRPA Parks and Healthy Kids parks-healthy-kids_50a3ea.pdf

Natural Resource Based3 Upload Group Picture DC_Wrestling Team Community
Service at Collinwood
11_8_14_5ab12b.jpg

Natural Resource Based3 Upload Cross Country Meet XCC Meet Collinwood
2014_a3a577.JPG

Development Feature Upload IMG_1410_04bec9.JPG

Development Feature Upload IMG_1421_6b984b.JPG

Development Feature Upload IMG_1394_999cfd.JPG

Development Feature Upload grooming (3) 1_11_17_03c0c8.jpg

Development Feature Upload Collinwood Master Plan
Concept(1)_f4a5a0.pdf

Development Feature Upload DSC_1377_927780.JPG

Programming Plan Upload Wright County Parks Brochure Summer Program Brochure 2017
Web_a4a0b5.pdf

Outreach Marketing Plan Upload Campground Reservations Open
Facebook Image

Campground Reservations
Open_b2f5e5.jpg
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