General

This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Last Update
17 Apr 2017 07:27:16

Park or Trail Name District
Crow River Regional Tralil 4

Location Description
This proposed trail will run adjacent to the Crow River from Watertown to Dayton. Please see attached map
for detalils.

Park/Trail Address City
Park/Trail State Zip

Latitude Longitude
45.15137105 -93.6830163

Map of Park/Trail
Description:
CRRT Caorridor_Jurisdiction_935127.jpg

Facility Website

Organization
Wright County Parks

Lead Contact Person Title

Bradley Harrington Parks Coordinator
Mailing Address City

1901 Highway 25 North Buffalo

State Zip

Minnesota 55313

Phone Email
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763-682-7894 bradley.harrington@co.wright.mn.us
Joint Applicants

Joint Applicant #1
Joint Applicant #2
Joint Applicant #3

Joint Applicant #4

Other project supporters

Three Rivers Park District, Carver County, Hennepin County, Metropolitan Council, City of Delano, City of
Rockford, City of Hanover, City of Rogers, City of Otsego, City of Dayton City of Independence, and the City
of Minnetrista.

Description

This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Regional Significance Statement

Classification
Regional Trail (Non Motorized)

Overview/Description of Park or Trail

The Crow River Regional Trail is a precedent-setting project between Wright County, Three Rivers Park
District, Carver County, and multiple cities along the Crow River. The trail is approximately 32 miles long,
connecting the Luce Line State Trail to the confluence of the Mississippi River in Dayton, Minnesota. The
project includes the existing trail and new trail proposals for completion. One of the more important aspects of
the Crow River Regional Trail is that it will provide an opportunity for users to connect to the Crow River in a
safe and natural environment.

With an estimated 290,000 annual visits, the Crow River Regional Trail will become one of the most popular
destinations in greater Minnesota for trail users. It will provide connections to the Luce Line State Trail, Crow
River, Mississippi River and the West Mississippi Trails. This off-road, recreational trail will provide four river
crossings (one new bridge), two railroad crossing improvements, one tunnel, a diverging diamond at Hwy
101, and 1-94 bridge improvements. Cooperative efforts to improve the trail infrastructure throughout the State
of Minnesota exemplifies what can be accomplished for all citizens of Minnesota when municipalities and
multiple jurisdictions work together to achieve a common goal.

Total Acreage or Mileage

Acquisition and Development Status
Development status

Facility Listing
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This section provides an overview of existing and proposed site facilities and general site

characteristics .

Existing Facilities

e Camping-cross-section of camper types
¢ Electric/water/sewer RV sites

¢ Electric/water campsites

¢ Non-electric campsites

e Group campsites

e Tent only sites

e Camper Cabins

¢ Picnicking and picnic shelters

e Walking Trails (paved)

e Hiking Trails (natural)

e Biking Trails (paved)

e Mountain Biking Trails (natural)

e Cross-country Skiing Trails

¢ Horseback Riding Trails (natural)
e Swimming

e Lake Access for power boats

e Canoeing Facilities

¢ Fishing Piers

¢ Visitor Center

¢ Nature Center/Interpretation Trails
¢ Play areas, with an outdoor theme
e Dog Parks

¢ Archery/Shooting ranges

e Climbing (natural/man-made)

e Zip Lines

¢ Restrooms/sanitation building

e Roads and Parking Areas

Proposed Facilities Other Information

Canoe Campsites, Bike Campsites, New Bridge for River Crossing, River Access to the Crow River

General Site Characteristics

Site characteristics upload
Description:

03032007_River3 b55191.jpg

Site characteristics upload
Description:
11072014 CrowHassanPrairie03 bbaf7a.jpg

Site characteristics upload
Description:
AerObl Crow River_0076_eb0f8d.jpg

Proposed Facilities

Camping-cross-section of camper types

Electric/water/sewer RV sites
Electric/water campsites
Electric campsites
Non-electric campsites
Group campsites

Tent only sites

Camper Cabins

Picnicking and picnic shelters
Walking Trails (paved)

Hiking Trails (natural)

Biking Trails (paved)

Mountain Biking Trails (natural)
Cross-country Skiing Trails
Horseback Riding Trails (natural)
Swimming

Lake Access for power boats
Canoeing Facilities

Fishing Piers

Visitor Center

Nature Center/Interpretation Trails
Play areas, with an outdoor theme
Dog Parks

Archery/Shooting ranges
Climbing (natural/man-made)

Zip Lines

Restrooms/sanitation building
Roads and Parking Areas
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Site characteristics upload
Description:
BNSF Crossing_3f017f.jpg

Site characteristics upload
Description:
CrowHassanPR_5_83fddd.jpg

Site characteristics upload
Description:
Crow River 027 Bridge f50f90.jpg

Site characteristics upload
Description:
DSC01350_7a8964.JPG

Master Plan

Additional Supportive Information:

Classification Details

Regional Trail (Non-Motorized) Classification

Provides a High-Quality "Destination" Trail Criteria #1 Images
Experience
The Crow River Regional Trail will connect many Crow_DoveTail Inc.org_3506ae.jpg

users to the Crow River. There will be multiple
touchpoints to the river along the trail. In addition,
users will be able to view the Crow River the majority
of the time while on the trail. The Crow River Regional
Trail will provide connections to the Luce Line State
Trail (as already mentioned) and the West Mississippi
Trail. It will connect Lake Rebecca and Crow Hassan
Park Reserves and will connect the planned Rush
Creek Regional Trail expansion to the Sarah Creek
Regional Trail in Three Rivers Park District. The
proposed connections involving many trails, parks,
counties, cities, and townships are expected to bring
over 290,000 annual visitors to the trail system.

To maintain continuity along the trail, four river
crossings (one new bridge), two railroad crossing
improvements, one tunnel, a diverging diamond at
Hwy 101, and 1-94 bridge improvements will be
completed. Once completed, it will provide 32 miles of
off-road trail for cyclists, walkers, and joggers alike.
Trailheads will be constructed with clear signage for
wayfinding and direction, benches will be placed along
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the trail for rest, and plenty of parking along the trail
will be available, features that will all enhance the
user??s experience.

The Crow River is one of the main tributaries of the
Mississippi, and constructing a trail along this river
makes sense in connecting the two rivers together.
Allowing for more access to both rivers will only
increase the popularity and use of the trails. The Crow
River Regional Trail will also provide a connection to
the Crow River Park System along the North Fork of
the Crow River in Wright County, which provides for
canoe access and primitive camping in addition to
multi-use trails.

Well-located (i.e., Convenience of
Access/Adequate Length) to Serve Regional
Population and/or Tourist Destination

The 2010 Census named Wright County as the
second-fastest growing county in Minnesota, with a
38.6% increase in population. This is due in part to the
growth along Interstate 94 around Monticello and
Otsego as well as to development in the southwest
region around Delano. This 32-mile regional trail will
connect one of the fastest growing areas in the State
of Minnesota to its largest metropolitan area and will
provide new recreational opportunities to each of
these population centers.

The Crow River Regional Trail will provide connections
to the Luce Line State Trail (as already mentioned)
and the West Mississippi Trail. It will connect Lake
Rebecca and Crow Hassan Park Reserves, and will
connect the planned Rush Creek Regional Trail
expansion to the Sarah Creek Regional Trail in Three
Rivers Park District. It will also provide a connection to
the Crow River Park System along the North Fork of
the Crow River that is managed and maintained by
Wright County Parks. The Crow River Park System
will bring in canoe/kayak enthusiasts from all over and
offer primitive camping as well.

Enhances Connectivity to Regional Destinations  Criteria #3 Images
The Crow River Regional Trail will provide connections

to the Luce Line State Trail (as already mentioned) river inn - hanover_8c5331.jpg
and the West Mississippi Trail. It will connect Lake

Rebecca and Crow Hassan Park Reserves, and will

connect the planned Rush Creek Regional Trail

expansion to the Sarah Creek Regional Trail in Three

Rivers Park District. It will also provide a connection to

the Crow River Park System along the North Fork of

the Crow River that is managed and maintained by

Wright County Parks.
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In addition to connecting these trails and parks, the
Crow River Regional Trail will make connections with
destinations such as downtown Hanover, downtown
Rockford, and destinations within the City of Rogers.
Establishing these connections is a vital part of the
project. This trail will help in the accomplishment of
many plans and programs such as the Wright County
Trail and Bikeway Plan, Safe Routes to School,
Regional Active Transportation Plan, and the
Transportation Alternatives Program through MnDot,
as many different entities work together for a common
goal of providing a convenient and connected system
of trails to serve the greater population of our region.

Fills a Gap in Recreational Opportunity within a
Region

There are four regional trails currently designated
within District Four, none of which are in Wright
County. Wright County is one of the fastest-growing
counties in the State of Minnesota, and this growth
further accentuates the need for a regional trail such
as the Crow River Regional Trail. Making connections
to the Luce Line State Trail, the West Mississippi River
Regional Trail (Three Rivers Park District), and the
North Fork of the Crow River will allow for users from
all over District Four, including Wright County and the
greater metropolitan area, to connect to the Crow
River trail system, which will lead to even more
connections throughout the state.

The Wright County Parks Department developed the
Wright County Trail and Bikeway Plan in 2011 and is
currently working to make this plan a reality. The Crow
River Regional Trail is a key part of this plan, as it
connects multiple cities, townships, and counties to
each other, further emphasizing the importance of
designating the Crow River Trail System as a regional
trail. The Crow River Regional Trail is one of six
potential regional trails within Wright County as
identified by the Wright County Trail and Bikeway
Plan. With three of the other potential regional trails
directly connecting to it and the other two indirectly
connecting to it via other potential trails, the Crow
River Trail System is the backbone of the trail system
in Wright County.

Attachments
Doc Name Description
Resolution Wright County Board of
Commissioners Resolution of
Support

Url

1461951126606-Crow River
Reaqional Trail Signed

Resolution.pdf

6/8


http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/16-019D/1461951126606-Crow River Regional Trail Signed Resolution.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/16-019D/1461951126606-Crow River Regional Trail Signed Resolution.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/16-019D/1461951126606-Crow River Regional Trail Signed Resolution.pdf

Resolution City of Delano Resolution of

Support

Resolution City of Hanover Resolution of
Support

Resolution City of Otsego Resolution of
Support

Resolution City of Rockford Resolution of
Support

Location Map Proposed Trail Alignment for Crow

River Regional Tralil

Park Trail Map

Site Map Upload
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Site Characteristics Upload
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Development Acquisition Plan Development Plan (Table 7)
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04-05-48 Supporting Regional
park pr Trail Designation WRIGHT
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