General

This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Park/Trail ID # Funding Application Park/Trail Name
15-006D 25-009F Lac qui Parle County Park

Last Update
June 09, 2025

Project Name District Existing Acres or Miles
Phase 1: Pedestrian Bridge 3 226
Supplemental Funding

Project Overview

This funding request is for additional funds for Phase One, which connects the two sides of the park with a
pedestrian bridge and creates a parking area for the bridge and future trailhead. Phase One increases access
into the park by redefining the flow of traffic in the park and establishes a main entry to the park.

Project Description

Phase One was funded by the GMRPTC in 2023. This request is for the additional cost of the longer bridge,
as well a small amount of additional trail and shoreline restoration needed for the project. Map #8: Bridge
There is currently no way to access both sides of the park without driving around to each side. A 12' wide by
250" long pedestrian bridge will be built to access both sides of the park. Uses for this bridge will include
fishing, biking, walking, and ATV such as snowmobiles. It will also be designed for 20,000 Ibs to allow
emergency vehicles to cross when needed. Map #8: Shoreline Restoration The area along the bridge will
establish native buffers, modify any trail systems and bioengineer strategies to stabilize shorelines. This will
include live stakes, plantings and a 3-year management contract. Map #8: Trails connecting to Bridge New
trails will connect each side of the bridge to existing park facilities and to a new gravel parking lot on the north
end of the site. The trails are to be 10’ wide and constructed out of an ADA-accessible crushed aggregate
surface. Bridge Design Update and Need for Additional Funds Following completion of the park master plan
and successful funding from GRMPTC in 2023 we were able to proceed forward with design and engineering.
Ouir first step was to initiate environmental permitting for the Phase One bridge crossing. This process
required detailed hydraulic calculations for the river and early coordination with regulatory agencies. As we
advanced through design development—including hydraulic modeling and bridge permitting—a critical issue
was identified. The original bridge design proposed placing abutments and fill within a designated floodway
and FEMA-regulated “AE Zone” waterway. Construction within these areas requires special permits, and it
was determined that the proposed design would not be allowed, as it could result in increased flood
elevations. To comply with FEMA and Minnesota DNR regulations, the bridge design has been revised to
fully span the floodway and AE Zone, thereby avoiding any impact on flood elevations. The revised bridge
design ensures that the project will not increase water surface elevations during a flood event, meeting both
FEMA and DNR requirements. Specifically, the design complies with the DNR’s Floodplain Encroachment
Rules for new bridge crossings. While the site is located within a FEMA Zone AE floodplain without a
designated floodway (which simplifies the permitting process) we have proactively aligned the design with
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FEMA's Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) guidance to ensure long-term compliance. The LOMR Guidance
document is attached. Hydraulic modeling using HEC-RAS determined that a total bridge span of 250 feet is
required to maintain the “No-Rise” condition. This includes two spans: 180 feet and 70 feet. The 180-foot
span is strategically designed to minimize pier height and reduce flow obstruction within the channel. This
issue could not have been discovered until preliminary hydrology was run. Fortunately we are working with an
experienced engineer who recognized the issue and could offer a timely solution. Widseth has been working
on another project that requires a similar DNR bridge permit and noted that the process with DNR has
changed over the last two years. While it could be possible to try to put the bridge in the original location,
based on Widseth's experience, it would be extremely costly and time consuming to go through the LOMR
process, and in the end it likely it would not be approved. Therefore, we feel that expanding the bridge and
avoiding any possible disruption of the floodway is the best way forward.

Project Area Maps

Bridge Design 70'
Bridge_design_70_X_12_79ab5fa.pdf

Bridge Design 180
Bridge_design_180 X 12 9a8a9f.pdf

Regional Location Map
Regional_Location_Map_3a16f9.jpg

Bridge Photo
pedestrian_bridge_clear_span_c97d31.jpg
Location Map
Lac_qui_Parle_Location_Map_18e098_ elc5cf.pdf
Current site photos
Current_site_photosv2_84d0al_627240.pdf
Bridge change with floodplain
DNR_LQP-FloodZoneAE-SpanLocation_-_2025_design_1f8c38.pdf
Trail Plan
L-Detail-Crushed_Aggregate_Path_3980fb.pdf
MnDNR LOMC Guide

20241119 LOMR_Guidance 01122017_edf9df.pdf
Park Map - Master Plan
2025_Submittal_Master_Plan_4bfc88.pdf

Park Map - Project

2025_Submittal Enlargement_Plan_508d24.pdf

Organization Lead Contact Lead Contact
Lac qui Parle County Full Name Title

Jake Sieg County Administrator
Mailing Address City State
600 6th Street Suite 6 Madison Minnesota
Zip Phone Email
56256 3205987261 jake.sieg@lgpco.com
Funding
Development Type Acres of Park Land to be Acquired
Development 0
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http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/funding/25-009F/Lac_qui_Parle_Location_Map_18e098_e1c5cf.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/funding/25-009F/Current_site_photosv2_84d0a1_627240.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/funding/25-009F/Current_site_photosv2_84d0a1_627240.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/funding/25-009F/DNR_LQP-FloodZoneAE-SpanLocation_-_2025_design_1f8c38.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/funding/25-009F/DNR_LQP-FloodZoneAE-SpanLocation_-_2025_design_1f8c38.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/funding/25-009F/L-Detail-Crushed_Aggregate_Path_3980fb.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/funding/25-009F/L-Detail-Crushed_Aggregate_Path_3980fb.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/funding/25-009F/20241119_LOMR_Guidance_01122017_edf9df.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/funding/25-009F/20241119_LOMR_Guidance_01122017_edf9df.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/funding/25-009F/2025_Submittal_Master_Plan_4bfc88.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/funding/25-009F/2025_Submittal_Master_Plan_4bfc88.pdf
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Funding Category:

e Legacy Development and Acquisition

New Trail Miles to be Acquired
0

New Trail Miles Developed
0.3

Trail head facilities developed
0

Number of vault toilets built
0

Number of campsites built
0

Acres of invasive species removed
0

Number of Connecting People to the Outdoors

Programs created/administered
0

Project Outcomes

Evaluation of Impact

Anticipated number of participants/users in
Connecting People to the Outdoors project
0

Types

Miles of Trail Restored or Improved
0

Number of trail bridges/culverts to be
developed/restored

1

Number of Shower/restrooms

0

Acres of prairie restored
0

The GMRPTC must the evaluate the outcomes of these improvements, as well as the outputs, to fully
evaluate the resulting value of the funding investments it recommends. There must not only be efforts after
the improvements are made but also before improvements are made to establish baseline benchmarks.

The Lac qui Parle County Park will use a trail counter before the improvements are made on the west
entrance to count the number of vehicles entering and leaving the park, and then again after the
improvements are made. These numbers will be compared to the numbers after the improvements to

measure the impact on the park.

To see the perceived quality of improvements and who benefits, Lac qui Parle could review their survey
process. The Lac qui Parle County Park had 255 surveys completed as part of the Master Plan process. A
survey could be conducted as a follow up after these improvements have been made to determine the
public's perception of the quality of improvements and to find out if the target audience feels it is a benefit to

the park.

The following are the deliverables of this project:

- Pedestrian bridge and restored shoreline (this request)

- Gravel parking lot (part of Phase 1 project)
- Signage and wayfinding (part of Phase 1 project)

Because of these improvements, a long-term outcome is the perception of visitors of a higher quality park.

The project will be evaluated through the survey and contract documents when these deliverables have been
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completed.

Legacy Pillars:

e Connect People and the Outdoors
e Acquire Land and Create Opportunities

Connection to Pillars

Access:

Access is the most important consideration of this phase of improvements. The park is currently difficult to
navigate and the two sides of the park are accessed by completely different roads. There is currently very
little signage in the park.

The bridge will connect two sides of the park for pedestrians, bicycles and ATVs. The trails will be designed
and developed to accommodate multiple uses including pedestrians, equestrian, ATV, road vehicles, and
biking. Signage will enable people to find the trails and use the park. Shared trails will have signage for how
to share the trail. New trails will be ADA accessible.

The park will continue to be affordable. There are no entrance fees.

Quality:

Though the park will remain rustic as preferred by the public during our master plan process, the
infrastructure improvements will be well thought out and utilize the latest design techniques. This will give
visitors a high-quality experience.

By building a bridge and creating a more visible west end of the park, the quality of the experience will be
increased. The bridge will give visitors a new access and viewshed of the river, as well as a new place to fish
and recreate. It will connect the two sides of the park, making the entire experience better.

The wayfinding and signage improvements will provide a high-quality experience to guests of Lac qui Parle
County Park by designing the experience thoughtfully. The park is large and contains many attractions. By
developing and constructing thoughtful signage, it will ensure guests of the park are aware of all the park
amenities and locations so they can plan and prioritize their visit.

ACQUIRE LAND AND CREATE OPPORTUNITIES

The design of the trails in Lac qui Parle County Park includes multiple use trails which is unique. ATV and
horses are welcome in the park along with ADA pedestrian use. This meets the differing outdoor recreation
needs for people of all abilities, meets the lifestyles of our target markets, and support numerous activities
and proactively adapt to new and emerging nature-based recreation activities.

Connection to a Regionally Substantial Component of the Master Plan
The re-envisioned Lac qui Parle County Park transforms the currently underutilized public amenity into a
regional destination for outdoor recreation and environmental exploration.

The master plan's vision is to connect the entire park into one park with a bridge to create the feeling of one
large park (instead of two separate sides) and includes a well-defined main entrance. Currently there are two
entrances to the park. The east entrance, accessible by traveling through a matrix of gravel roads, brings the
user to the more developed park infrastructure. The west entrance is much easier to access from the highway
but currently offers primitive services and no signage for the park user.

Phase One is an important first step in increasing access into the park by redefining the flow of traffic in the
park and establishing the main entry to the park on the west end. Connecting the two sides with a bridge is
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the first step. To not disrupt the rustic and delightful heart of the park, the bridge will be a pedestrian bridge,
with the ability to be used by hikers, runners, bikers, ATV users, fisherman and birdwatchers.

In addition to providing a river crossing to connect the two halves of the park, Phase One includes tralil
connections from the new bridge to the existing trail network, and ADA compliant trail surfacing for walkers
and runners. It also creates signage to denote the west entrance as the main entrance to the park.

The west road has been improved by Lac qui Parle County since the master plan was created. Further
improvements to this main road will be made by the county.

Future phases include further developments on the west side of the park, including additional trails, a
trailnead and a restroom. The redefined flow of the park envisions users coming in on the west side of the
park, crossing the bridge and utilizing high quality services on both sides of the river.

Project Readiness

Project Lead
Lac qui Parle County will be the project lead.

The Lac qui Parle County Park Board will assist in a volunteer basis. Widseth (Landscape Architect) and the
Upper Minnesota Valley Regional Development Commission are available to be contracted to assist with this
project. Widseth works with Lac qui Parle County on bridge and other infrastructure projects in the county.

Upper Minnesota Valley Regional Development Commission (UMVRDC):
The UMVRDC provides professional planning staff to assist their local units of government.

Widseth:

Widseth is located in Alexandria, Minnesota and provides engineering, architecture, environmental and
surveying expertise. They are a full-service, multi-discipline design and consulting firm serving the Upper
Midwest since 1975.

Implementation Timeline

Design and Planning Process: July 2026- February 2027

Bridge planning process: August 2026 - March 2027

Bidding & Award: March-April 2027

Site Construction May 2026- Nov 2027 (Substantial Completion); June 2028 (Final Completion)

Bridge construction: July 2026-Nov 2027
Trail construction March/April 2026 - Nov 2027 (Sub. Completion)

Availability for Public Use

The Lac qui Parle County Park does not charge a fee for entrance at this time. The park is open and available
for general public use and is open year-round as weather and road conditions allow. Day use of the park
closes at sundown. All facilities are available to public.

The nearby high school currently uses the park for cross country practice on a regular basis.

Design Standards

All projects completed in Lac qui Parle County Park will be compliant with ADA regulations. Universal
accessibility is a primary goal of the plan; to the extent possible, this will guide the redesign of recreation and
infrastructural components.
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A licensed Landscape Architect will design and develop the trails to align with standards set in MDNR's Trall
Planning, Design, and Development Guidelines.

Ecological restoration (shoreline for bridge construction only) will be directed by a licensed landscape
architect and performed by a certified restoration practitioner or a practitioner with previous experience on
similar projects.

A licensed civil and structural engineer will design and develop the bridge and abutments.

All projects will meet the qualifications and design standards to meet ADA and state regulations.

Sustainability Plan
Lac qui Parle County will fund the maintenance of all infrastructure improvements. Trails will be refreshed and
patched on a regular basis. Estimates are below:

Trails
Annual cost of $1,000 for patching
Replace in 15 years

Sign
Potential annual cost of $1,000 due to vandalism or storm damage
Replace in 20 years

Gravel lot
Annual cost of $1,000 for patching
Replace in 20 years

Bridge:
Annual cost of $1500 - $2000 for inspection, removing limbs
Replace in 50 years

Total annual cost: $5,000

Project Cost Breakdown
Below is a basic project cost breakdown prepared by Widseth, a professional licensed architect and engineer.
Cost estimates consider the construction timeline of 2026-2027.

Map #8

Pedestrian/ Multi-use Bridge: $370,600

(with 2023 amount total is $920,600)

Build a 12" wide 250' long pedestrian bridge (20,000 Ib weight limit) to connect the two sides of the park for
that is equipped fishing, biking, walking, snowmobiles, and designed to allow emergency vehicles cross.

Shoreline Restoration: $4,914
(with 2023 amount total is $22,514)
Restore the shoreline along the bridge area ONLY the area that is needed for bridge construction.

Trail from the south road to the bridge and from the west parking lot to the bridge: $4,860
(with 2023 amount total is $33,660)
10" wide and constructed out of an ADA-accessible crushed aggregate surface.

2025 Contingency: $38,037
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2025 Design/Engineering: $41,841
Total 2025 Project cost: $460,253

Funding Request Breakdown

Grant Funding Request

$368,202

Local Match #1 Funder #1
$92,051 0

Local Match #2 Funder #2
0 0

Local Match #3 Funder #3
0 0

Local Match #4 Funder #4
0 0

Local Match #4 Funder #5
0 0

Non-Eligible Local Match
36672

Non-Eligible Item Description
Non-eligible project expenses will be funded by Lac qui Parle County.

Total Funding
$460,253

Percentage of local match
0.2

Completion Timeframe
36

Funder #1
Lac qui Parle County
Funder #1 Resolutions

County Resolution
GRMPTC_Application_Co_Park Resolution_ec0aa5.pdf

Funder #2
n/a

Funder #3
n/a

Funder #4
n/a

Funder #5



http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/funding/25-009F/GRMPTC_Application_Co_Park_Resolution_ec0aa5.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/funding/25-009F/GRMPTC_Application_Co_Park_Resolution_ec0aa5.pdf

n/a
Budget Worksheet

Project Budget

Project_budget 2025 _final - NEW_10c120.xIsx

Attachments
Doc Name

Project Area Map
Project Area Map
Project Area Map
Project Area Map
Project Area Map
Project Area Map
Project Area Map
Project Area Map
Project Area Map
Project Area Map
Project Area Map
Budget Worksheet

Funder Resolution One

Description

Bridge Design 70
Bridge Design 180'
Regional Location Map
Bridge Photo

Location Map

Current site photos
Bridge change with floodplain
Trail Plan

MnDNR LOMC Guide
Park Map - Master Plan
Park Map - Project
Project Budget

County Resolution

Url

Bridge _design_70_X_12_ 79a5fa.p
df

Bridge_design_180__X_12 9a8a
of pdf

Regional_Location_Map_3a16f9.]
jols}

pedestrian_bridge_clear_span_c9
7d31.jpg

Lac_qui_Parle Location Map 18
€098 elc5cf.pdf

Current_site_photosv2_84d0al 6
27240.pdf

DNR_LQP-FloodZoneAE-SpanLo
cation_- 2025 _design_1f8c38.pdf

L-Detail-Crushed Aggregate Path
_3980fb.pdf

20241119 _LOMR_Guidance_011
22017_edf9df.pdf

2025_Submittal _Master_Plan_4bf
c88.pdf

2025 Submittal Enlargement_Pla
n_508d24.pdf

Project budget 2025 final - NE
W_10c120.xlsx

GRMPTC_Application_Co_Park_
Resolution_ec0aab.pdf
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