General

This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Park/Trail ID # Funding Application Park/Trail Name

14-006D 25-020F Detroit Mountain Recreation Area
Last Update

July 29, 2025

Project Name District Existing Acres or Miles

Detroit Mountain Recreation Area 3 468.89

Project Overview

DMRA seeks to expand its footprint through the strategic acquisition of a 32.6 acre parcel that lies directly
south of the main facilities and parking lot. Through this acquisition, there is a desire to begin developing a
campground through a series of construction phases. Currently, there is only one publicly owned campground
facility in Detroit Lakes, highlighting a longstanding need for additional lodging options. Through strategic land
acquisition, DMRA is well-positioned to capitalize on this opportunity, aiming to increase overnight visitation in
Detroit Lakes. By providing on-site accommodations, Detroit Mountain can enhance the overall visitor
experience, encourage longer stays, and contribute more significantly to the local economy.

Project Description

Along with the acquisition of the 32.6 acre property, the first phase of campground development is to be
supported by this grant funding. This phase will include: an asphalt parking lot [22 stalls], a 32'x54’ picnhic
shelter, vault latrine, and a group campground that will provide ten dedicated tent campsites, each with typical
campsite accommodations including a picnic table, fire ring and grate.

Project Area Maps

Project Area and Facility Maps
Project Area_and_Facility Maps e0d133.pdf

Organization Lead Contact Lead Contact
City of Detroit Lakes Full Name Title
Larry Remmen Community Development Director
Mailing Address City State
1025 Roosevelt Avenue Detroit Lakes Minnesota
Zip Phone Email
56501 218-846-7125 Iremmen@cityofdetroitlakes.com
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http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/funding/25-020F/Project_Area_and_Facility_Maps_e0d133.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/funding/25-020F/Project_Area_and_Facility_Maps_e0d133.pdf

Funding
Development Type
Development
Funding Category:

¢ Legacy Development and Acquisition

New Trail Miles to be Acquired
0

New Trail Miles Developed
0

Trail head facilities developed
0

Number of vault toilets built
2

Number of campsites built
10

Acres of invasive species removed
0

Number of Connecting People to the Outdoors

Programs created/administered
0

Project Outcomes

Evaluation of Impact

Acres of Park Land to be Acquired
32.6

Anticipated number of participants/users in
Connecting People to the Qutdoors project
0

Types

Miles of Trail Restored or Improved
0

Number of trail bridges/culverts to be
developed/restored

0

Number of Shower/restrooms

0

Acres of prairie restored
0

By acquiring this property, it allows the City of Detroit Lakes and DMRA the ability to provide a local need for
overnight accommodation. A campground will further attract users to the area and facilitate longer stays

within the community.

Legacy Pillars:

e Connect People and the Outdoors
e Acquire Land and Create Opportunities

Connection to Pillars
Connect People and the Outdoors:

DMRA has established itself as a regional destination for outdoor recreation. It is well-known for its winter-
time recreational offerings and looks to continue to build on its multi-season facilities. By developing a
3-season campground, DMRA looks to attract and retain out-of-town visitors who are passing through Detroit
Lakes and Becker County. Its unique landscape and trail offerings will allow future campground visitors a
multitude of trail experiences that reinforce life-long participation in parks and trails facilities.
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Acquire Land, Create Opportunities:

DMRA has the opportunity to acquire 32.6 acres of land from an adjacent landowner. Prior to the current
owner acquiring the property, this lot was once slated for a single family home sub-division. In an effort to
assist DMRA in further program and property expansion, the landowner purchased the land prior to it being
subdivided for single family lots. Currently, there is not a public-owned campground facility in Becker County
or within the City of Detroit Lakes. If visitors are looking for public campground facilities, they are often
referred to the facilities found in adjacent counties.

Connection to a Regionally Substantial Component of the Master Plan
Land acquisition is critical to the full build out of the projects described in the Master Plan.

Project Readiness

Project Lead

Detroit Mountain Recreation Area is operated by DMRA, Inc. and owned by the City of Detroit Lakes. DMRA
Inc. has a long history successfully managing the facilities. They utilize a point of sale technology that is to be
customized for users to make overnight lodging reservations.

The project has been planned by a team of professional landscape architects and planners. Upon successful

funding, construction and contract documents will be prepared by professional landscape architects and
professional engineers, who will coordinate with specialty consultants where necessary.

Implementation Timeline
Request for Proposals are to sent to prospective design and engineering consultants upon notification of
award.

Schedule a pre-proposal coordination meeting with prospective design and engineering consultants to
coordinate and delineate scopes of work between consultants.

The lead applicant will begin the necessary pre-contract coordination, as found in the DNR Pre-Contract
Checklist.

A Pre-review with the Minnesota State Historical Preservation Office is to be scheduled.

The completion of an Environmental Assessment Statement and a review with the DNRs Natural Heritage
Information System Review is to be scheduled.

Review the proposed project development and identify wetlands within the project area. Wetland Delineation
and Surveying is to be scheduled, if necessary.

Consultation with the Tribal Historic Preservation Office to assess possible cultural resources found on site.

Design and engineering, land acquisition and construction plans would follow shortly after the completion of
the above and upon execution of the State of Minnesota Grant Contract Agreement.

Availability for Public Use
DMRAs Hours of Operation for skiing and biking facilities vary and as conditions allow.

Campground user fees will align with generally acceptable market rates for facilities of similar
accommodations found within the Region.
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The proposed campground development would be made useable for daily use by the general public on a
consistent basis.

Design Standards

Recreation features should be designed, developed and incorporated into Detroit Mountain Recreation Area
in a manner that is safe, comfortable and attractive to users without adversely impacting existing features
throughout the park. All proposed features should adhere to local, county, state and federal regulations.
Recreational and pedestrian facilities should be designed in accordance with the following design standards
and guidelines:

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)

In accordance with the ADA, everyone should have the opportunity to experience and enjoy the natural
environment. People with and without disabilities, older people, families, and children all benefit from being
able to enjoy parks and trails. To the maximum extent feasible, trails should be designed to accommodate the
access

needs of all users. Park and open space recreation features should be designed in compliance with the
following accessibility design standards and guidelines:

Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG)

Architectural Barriers Act (ABA)

Final Guidelines for Outdoor Developed Areas, 2013

ADA Accessibility Guidelines for Recreation Facilities

Accessibility Guidelines for Outdoor Developed Areas

Proposed Accessibility Guidelines for Pedestrian Facilities in the Public Right-of-Way (PROWAG)
Minnesota Department of Health General Requirements for Recreational Camping Areas

National Park Service (NPS) Campground Design Guide

National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTQO), Design Controls for Bicycle Facilities

Sustainability Plan

The mission of Detroit Mountain Recreation Area, Inc. is to foster environmental recreation and educational
programs that promote the health and wellness of children,

families, and communities. Today, DMRA has evolved from a local winter attraction into a leading year-round
recreational destination, drawing visitors from across Minnesota, North Dakota, and beyond. The
redevelopment of Detroit Mountain has transformed it into a four-season facility, complete with modernized
ski slopes and a cutting-edge snow-making system featuring a 4-million-gallon holding basin and high
pressure pumps. This system improves winter sports conditions, extending the season and ensuring reliable
skiing experiences regardless of weather. Because of the reliable snow conditions, DMRA typically averages
about 30,000 visitors in the winter annually.

In addition to skiing and snowboarding, DMRA provides a wide range of activities such as tubing, mountain
biking, and hiking. The redesigned slopes and surrounding areas offer trails suited for both thrill-seekers and
families. The parks year-round operation reflects its innovative design and management, making it a dynamic
recreational hub throughout all seasons.

Project Cost Breakdown
32.6 Acre Land Acquisition:$ 990,000.00
Land Acquisition Total: $990,000.00

Campground Development

Permitting, Mobilization, Pre-construction Surveying, Bonding: $109,201.76
Earthmoving, Excavating and Tree Clearing: $81,200.00

Parking lot, walks and trails: $209,593.75




Sediment and Erosion Control: $8,500.00

Campground, amenities and site development: $327,500
Electrical Service, Light Poles, Fixtures: $63,750.00

4" Water Well, Pump, Water Service, Hydrant: $48,300.00
Picnic Shelter Electrical: $7,500.00

Construction Total: $746,343.75
Design/Engineering/Const. Admin.: $122,052.56
Soft Cost Total: $122,052.56

Total Project: $1,962,225.31
GMRPTC: $1,632,919.43
Local Match: $329,305.88

Total Percentage

GMRPTC: 83%

Local Match: 17%

Non-Eligible Expense Items:

Acquisition Legal Fees = $29,700

Legal Boundary Survey and Entitlement = $5,000
Non-eligible total: $34,700

Grand Total: $1,996,925.31

Please see attached Exhibit D for detailed development Cost Opinion.

Funding Request Breakdown

Grant Funding Request

$1,632,919

Local Match #1 Funder #1
$250,000 0

Local Match #2 Funder #2
$79,306 0

Local Match #3 Funder #3
0 0

Local Match #4 Funder #4
0 0

Local Match #4 Funder #5
0 0

Non-Eligible Local Match
0

Non-Eligible Iltem Description
NA

Total Funding




$1,962,225

Percentage of local match
0.17

Completion Timeframe
12 months

Funder #1
City of Detroit Lakes
Funder #1 Resolutions

City Resolution

Local_Government_Resolution_-_Legacy 811129.pdf

Funder #2
NA

Funder #3
NA

Funder #4
NA

Funder #5
NA
Appraisal

Land Appraisal

DMRA-FRITZ_Appraisal_Report_7-1-2025_appendix_B_b052a8.pdf

Attachments
Doc Name

Project Area Map
Appraisal

Additional Attachment

Additional Attachment
Additional Attachment
Additional Attachment

Additional Attachment

Description

Project Area and Facility Maps
Land Appraisal

Project Budget

2027 Funding Application - Phase
1
Accessible Fire Ring

Accessible Table

Exhibit D - Cost Opinion

Url

Project Area_and_Facility Maps_
€0d133.pdf

DMRA-FRITZ_Appraisal_Report_
7-1-2025_appendix_B_b052a8.pdf

Exhibit C DMRA_FY27_project b
udget_template rev9.10.25 2151

15.pdf
Funding_Application_- FY27 - re
v9.16.25_3dc9a4.pdf

fs_30_18 appendix_A_2e6c16.pd
f

ut e 6_8 Imbr_appendix_A_2dfe
a0.pdf

Exhibit D DMRA_Phl_CAMPGR
OUND_Phased_Cost_Opinion_re
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Additional Attachment

Additional Attachment

Funder Resolution One

Additional Attachment

Additional Attachment

Additional Attachment

DMRA Resolution Approving Local
Match

Fritz Letter Approving Local Match

City Resolution

Wood Structure Quote

Toilet Quotes

Campground Site Plan

v9.10.25_35d2f6.pdf

FY27_ Legacy Grant DMRA_ Boar
d_Contingency_ Approval_fb5ebb.
pdf

FY27 L egacy Grant Matching F
unds_Commitment_Letter f859c4.

pdf

Local_Government_Resolution_-_
Legacy 811129.pdf

DMRA_Poligon_-_Wood_structure
_cec103.pdf

Boom_Con_Clovermist_Vault_Latr
ine_VE_Option_5e03cc.pdf

005022025 _DMRA_PH1_CAMPG
ROUND_9.16.25_ optimized_7930
2e.pdf
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