General

This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible

for it.
Last Update
14 Jan 2020 09:56:46

Park or Trail Name
Wannigan Regional Park

District
3

Location Description

Wannigan Regional Park will be located just north of Frazee on lands adjacent to the Otter Tail River. Initially
3 land parcels (map: in blue) owned by one owner have been identified for acquisition that are central to
creating/establishing the park. There are also other parcels that have been identified (map: in red) that are
also considered desirable, but would be considered as part of a future phase.

Park/Trail Address
11299 Chilton Rd.

Park/Trail State
Minnesota

Latitude
46.738283426502505

Map of Park/Trail
Description: Proposed recreational area
191206 - WANNIGAN EXHIBITS-EXHIBIT

1_b8fabd.pdf

Description: Proposed access road, sanitary sewer,
watermain, parking area and interpretive center
191206 - WANNIGAN EXHIBITS-EXHIBIT

2_892e81.pdf

City
Frazee
Zip
56544

Longitude
-95.69385875417989

Facility Website
N/A - this facility has not been established

Organization
City of Frazee

Lead Contact Person
Denise Anderson

Title
City Administrator
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Mailing Address City

222 Main Ave. W. Frazee

State Zip

Minnesota 56544

Phone Email

218-334-4991 denise.anderson@frazeecity.com

Joint Applicants

Joint Applicant #1 Upload Resolution

City of Frazee D. Frazee Signed Res.1209-19B - Wannigan
Regional Park 28840e.pdf

Joint Applicant #2 Upload Resolution

Becker County Becker County support for

app-19-013D-1_555b34.pdf

Joint Applicant #3

Joint Applicant #4

Other project supporters

North Country Trail, Department of Natural Resources, National Park Service, Frazee Sportsman's Club,
Frazee Lion's Club, Becker County Soil and Water, Becker County Natural Resource Management, Detroit
Lakes Regional Chamber of Commerce

Description

This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Regional Significance Statement
Wannigan Regional Park will be a nature based park creating unique outdoor recreational experiences by
connecting the natural beauty of the park with 3 unique recreational trails of statewide/regional significance:

1. The Otter Tail River Water Trail - a State designated canoe and kayak trail route;
2. The Heartland Trail Extension is a State bike and multi-use trail; and
3. The North Country Trail, a National walking/hiking trail.

Classification
Natural Resource Based Regional Park

Overview/Description of Park or Trail

Wannigan Regional Park, located just north of Frazee is well situated to act as a regional park because of the
recreational experiences and amenities that it will offer and per its location which is not far from a major
Highway (Hwy 10) and close to the Fargo-Moorhead area. When one TV station in Fargo heard about the
park concept it immediately broadcast a segment on it - interviewing the local mayor and staff. The TV
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segment was very positive and the question was when/how soon will this be happening. This park will fill a
regional outdoor recreational need that does not currently exist in the County.

The park will be a hub for two land trails and 1 water trail that will intersect with the park. The Otter Tall
River/trail is ranked as a high priority for the region (R3) and is a natural, cultural, and recreational
amenity/special feature that flows through the middle of the park. The parkland itself is comprised of an
admixture of biomes that include hardwood and decidous forests and prairie that will provide a beautiful
setting for exploration and accessing the specialized trail types.

The park will provide facilities to serve the needs of users who come in search of a natural recreational
outdoor experience for hikers, bikers, kayaker's/canoeists:

1) Various campground facilities will be established to serve a variety of camping/recreational user interests.
Water, electricity, bathroom/shower/sewer infrastructure will be provided at select sites within the park by the
City which will provide/construct local utility infrastructure into the park; and

2) Applicable signage and informational kiosks will be positioned strategically within the park to aid in way
finding; and

3) An interpretive facility will be built to help visitors understand the rich local and cultural history of the area
which includes: native people (the annishanabe people), early traders/settlers, the rich timber history of the
area and the use of the Otter Tail river for trading and to transport timber; and

4) Specific use trails and connecting multi-use trails, vehicular access and parking will be provided to assist
the user in getting to and from various trail access points.

Total Acreage or Mileage

175

Acquisition and Development Status

New Park or Trail (no land acquired or developed)
Land has not been acquired

0%

Development status

No development

Facility Listing

This section provides an overview of existing and proposed site facilities and general site
characteristics .

Existing Facilities Proposed Facilities

Camping-cross-section of camper types
Electric/water/sewer RV sites
Electric/water campsites

Group campsites

Tent only sites

¢ Picnicking and picnic shelters
Walking Trails (paved)
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e Hiking Trails (natural)

¢ Biking Trails (paved)

e Canoeing Facilities

¢ Visitor Center

¢ Nature Center/Interpretation Trails
¢ Restrooms/sanitation building

¢ Roads and Parking Areas

Proposed Facilities Other Information

Visitor Center = Visitor/Interpretive Center

General Site Characteristics

The park is partly wooded with complementary prairie areas; Relevant parcels that make up the park all share
an interior border with the Otter Tail River. The park's landscape is composed of gently rolling hills, hardwood
forest areas and intermittent level terrain and wetlands. There are readily recognizable areas for camping and
facilities within the park site as well as access points to the river and the parks' various specialized trails that
would connect into the park.

The City of Frazees Comprehensive Plan (2006) calls for an natural environment that connects the downtown
businesses, surrounding residential properties and the Otter Tail River. The park is ideally situated to provide
the city with a connection to a beautiful scenic-natural area that includes a variety of recreational activities
and experiences for residents and visitors.

The Otter Tail River (OTRiver) courses through the middle of the park and is an important geological and
recreational feature and focal point of the park. The OTRiver's "Frazee Reach" is comprised of a 32 mile
stretch that includes the park area and is considered one of the best reaches for water trail users in the
region. Strengths of the Frazee Reach include frequent put-in/take-out sites, opportunity for increasing
camping sites/access, modest stream flow, potential for service providers and a rich cultural interpretation
that includes: native Americans, settlers, trappers, and the areas rich logging history. The OTRiver is a very
clean river - within the park the average depth is approximately 5' and the bottom of the river can be readily
viewed.

Site characteristics upload
Description: MAP: River of the North Drainage Basin, with the Otter Tail River Highlighted
Otter Tail River Map ¢32989.docx

Site characteristics upload
Description: Site Characteristics Images
Site Characteristics Images Upload b655c7.pdf

Master Plan

Master Plan Status:
No Master Plan is Available

Additional Supportive Information:

Wannigan Regional Park seeks to encompass/provide centralized recreational access for three trails
of regional/statewide significance: 1) The Otter Tail River Water Trail (State designated water trail)
and in particular the "Frazee Reach" for canoeing and kayaking - Map: https://gdrs.dnr.state.mn.us/gd
rs/apps/pub/us_mn_state_dnr/mndnr_geopdf_download/water_trail/OtterTail%20GEO.pdf - Master
Plan: http://www.riverkeepers.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Master_Plan_04-30-09_web-1.pdf -
Running through the heart of the Park is the Otter Tail River and this is an important natural
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recreational asset and arterial. As a State designated water trail it is unique to the region and affords
a desirable recreational experience. 2) The North Country Trail, a Federal walking and hiking trail
which is the longest such trail in the U.S. - https://northcountrytrail.org/trail/minnesota/frazee-trail-
town/ - https://northcountrytrail.org/trail/ 3) The Heartland State Trail, a multi-use trail for biking,
walking and snowmobiling. - Master Plan - Heartland State Trail Extension Park Rapids to Moorhead:
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/docs/2011/mandated/110592.pdf These three specialized trails will be
readily accessible from the park. For the past 15 years, Frazee has actively sought to change its
identify into that of a trail town and recognized the natural beauty of its environs and the importance of
recreation to the City and to the County. Proximity of the Park to the City is beneficial as is securing
the Park as a green space or natural/recreational buffer from encroaching development. Frazee is
growing and while it welcomes economic growth for its local economy it recognizes the importance of
securing natural spaces and developing recreational infrastructure for residents and visitors to enjoy,
as livability is an equally important contributor to community vitality and resiliency. The project costs
will be further delineated in the Master Plan, but in general Phase 1 land acquisition is estimated at
approx. $800,000. Costs associated with paving a road to the entrance to the park and providing
utilities (electricity, water, sewer) would be provided by the City of Frazee and are estimated at
approx. $1.2 Million. Facility costs have not been determined. A master plan for the park will further
identify and delineate future phased development, operations, maintenance and programming within
the park.

Classification Details

Natural Resource Based Regional Park Classification.

Provides a High-Quality Outdoor Recreation Criteria #1 Images
Experience Park and covered bridge
Frazee lies in a unique part of MN where the 3 major Park and Covered Bridge 1_c31e38.jpeg
biomes: prairie, deciduous and coniferous forests are

close together. The park site includes some of each  Criteria #1 Images
landscape, The site is highly scenic with a gently Park looking south
rolling mix of open prairie & forests with the Frazee  Park Looking south to Frazee 1_9fd4f5.jpeg
Reach of the Ottertail River running through the

center. The park includes wetlands to attract wildlife &

is on a major migratory bird flyway. The site is ideal for

environmental & historical interpretation & education:

on the edge of the pine forest, Frazee was a center for

milling. The 3 trails of statewide/national significance

are: The Heartland State Tralil

(bike/pedestrian/snowmobile), The North Country

National Scenic Trail (walking/hiking), and the Otter

Tail River State Water Trail (canoe/kayaking). Each of

these 3 trails offer distinct recreational

experiences.The park will also include: a campground

for tents to RVs, shower/restrooms, an interpretive

center, public canoe/kayak access, and natural and

hard surface, accessible trails open to non-motorized

uses. An outdoor amphitheater is also being

considered. Winter use of trails within the park or

specific purpose trails could accommodate winter

bikes, walking, snowshoeing and cross country skiing.

As the Otter Tail River seldom freezes in winter there

will be open water opportunities for fishing along the
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river.

Preserves a Regionally-Significant and Diverse Criteria #2 Images

Natural or Historic Landscape Looking East - Otter Tail River within Park
The meandering Frazee Reach runs through the Otter Trail River within Park - looking east a28c13.pdf
center of the park, a regional crown jewel for water

quality & recreation providing moderate current,

frequent accesses and very high water quality. The

depth of the river is approximately 6 feet deep, with

the river bed easily discerned when looking down at

the moving water. The eastern portion of the park has

never been disturbed, including some rare native

prairie and forested wetland. Scattered forested areas

add variety. Former pasture has restoration potential

for butterflies; a butterfly habitat is 1 mile away. The

175 acre site will allow for protection of sensitive areas

and development of non sensitive areas for

recreational use.

Well-located and Connected to Serve a Regional Criteria #3 Images
Population and/or Tourist Destination Well Connected Location
Wannigan Regional Park is on the northern border of Well Connected a35685.pdf
Frazee, a growing city 10 miles east of Detroit Lakes,

which is the regions county seat with 9,200 people and

also Vergas which lies to the south and the City of

Perham which lies 10 miles to the east. Becker Co.

(where the Park is situated) has a population in excess

of 34,000 people and is a major tourist destination, as

is Ottertail Co. which is located directly south of

Frazee. Becker County's population roughly doubles

during tourist season. Fargo/Moorhead (pop. 245,000)

is 50 miles away, an easy afternoon trip. An estimated

65% of tourists that vacation in Becker County are

from the Fargo/Moorhead area and North Dakota

more generally. The Park will be accessible from local

communities & neighborhoods via the North Country

hiking trail & the Heartland State Trail, biking or

walking from Moorhead or even from Park Rapids,

Bemidji, Walker or even Brainerd. It will also be

accessible by canoe/kayak via the Otter Tail River.

Fills a Gap in Recreational Opportunity within the Criteria #4 Images

Region Posted on North Country Trail webpage
Wannigan Regional Park will provide a connection Frazee - Trail Town_03d844.docx

point for 3 trails of regional/state significance. The

Otter Tail River State Water Trail that flows through  Criteria #4 Images

the park is viewed as an emerging recreational Riverview

opportunity as increasing recreational use of local Otter Tail River view looking North_3ecf85.pdf
rivers is among the highest recreational priorities for
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our region. Additionally MNDOQOT is revamping its Hwy
87 bridge that spans the Otter Tail River (as part of
road/sidewalk reconstruction that will incorporate the
Heartland Trail through town) to better enable canoe
and kayak use of the River. The "Frazee Reach" that
starts north of Frazee and Hwy 34 and extends south
of Frazee and Hwy 10 is considered one of the
premier recreational segments of the Otter Tail River.

The nearest state or regional park & campground with
a natural setting and of this size is Maplewood State
Park, 20 miles to the southwest. In a previous study
developed by the DNR, they concluded that that there
is a need for an additional regional park within Becker
County to meet related park/recreational capacity-
needs. Wannigan Regional Park will be closer to the
Detroit Lakes & Fargo/Moorhead regional centers &
will be a hub for 3 national/state trails. Northwest MN
is the region with the fewest state trail miles, so
Wannigan Regional Park, serving as a major trailhead
for all 3 trails as they develop, will fill a significant gap

in trail recreation in the region.

Attachments
Doc Name
Site Characteristics Upload

Park Trail Map

Park Trail Map

Natural Resource Basedl Upload
Natural Resource Basedl Upload
Natural Resource Based4 Upload
Additional Attachment

Natural Resource Based2 Upload

Public Involvement Summ Upload

Description

MAP: River of the North Drainage
Basin, with the Otter Tail River
Highlighted

Proposed recreational area

Proposed access road, sanitary
sewer, watermain, parking area
and interpretive center

Park and covered bridge
Park looking south

Posted on North Country Tralil
webpage

Letters of Support

Looking East - Otter Tail River
within Park

Public Survey Response

Url
Otter Tail River Map ¢32989.docx

191206 - WANNIGAN EXHIBITS-
EXHIBIT 1_b8f4bd.pdf

191206 - WANNIGAN EXHIBITS-
EXHIBIT 2_892e81.pdf

Park and Covered Bridge
1 c31e38.jpeg

Park Looking south to Frazee
1 9fd4f5.jpeg

Frazee - Trail Town_03d844.docx

Regional Park Letters of
Support_dc636a.pdf

Otter Trail River within Park -
looking east_a28c13.pdf

Wannigan Survey Responses All_

200825_d26088.pdf
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Site Characteristics Upload

Regional Map Uploads

Development Feature Upload

Development Feature Upload

Development Feature Upload

Development Feature Upload

Development Feature Upload

Additional Attachment

Natural Resource Based3 Upload

Natural Resource Based4 Upload

Development Acquisition Plan

Upload

Development Acquisition Plan
Upload

Acquisition Plan Overview Upload
Development Feature Upload

Development Feature Upload

Development Feature Upload

Development Feature Upload

Development Feature Upload

Development Feature Upload

Development Feature Upload

Site Characteristics Images

Regional/County maps depicting
trail connections and opportunities

Well Connected Location

Riverview

Wannigan Park Concept Plan

Development Plan Images

Acquisition Plan Images

Site Characteristics Images
Upload_b655c7.pdf

Regional Maps_{67909.pdf

Development Feature #6 - Picnic
Shelter Example _6853f2.pdf

Acquisition Plan Images
DF6_4354¢9.pdf

Acquisition Plan Images
DF5_44994c.pdf

Development Feature #5 Canoe-
Kayak Public River Access
Example abf2a4.pdf

Development Feature
#8_cfcd9l.pdf

Wannigan Park Master Plan

Appendix Final Draft
12-8-20_4f6ab9.pdf

Well Connected_a35685.pdf

Otter Tail River view looking
North_3ecf85.pdf

Wannigan Park Concept Plan Map
March 2021 Ir_b8c854.pdf

Development Plan
Images_5ee7f3.pdf

Acquisition Plan
Images_5f0c11.pdf

Acquisition Plan Images
DF4_838c15.pdf

Development Feature #4 - Trail
Examples 468010.pdf

Development Feature #8 -
Amphitheater Example

_9c720f.pdf

Development Feature #5 - Canoe-

Kayak Launch
Examples bd9803.pdf

Development Feature #7 -
Interpretive Center _f8fad7.pdf

Development Feature #6 - Picnic
Shelter Examples 2_1af44b.pdf

Development Feature #8 - Grass
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