
 

  

General
This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Last Update
17 Apr 2017 07:27:16

Park or Trail Name
Hole In The Mountain

District
5

Location Description
North side of the City of Lake Benton, located within Lincoln County in Minnesota

  Park/Trail Address City

Park/Trail State Zip

Latitude
44.26450236

Longitude
-96.30456448

Map of Park/Trail
Description: Park Boundary Map
Park Boundary Map_e9816c.pdf

Description: Land and Water Conservation Fund
Boundary Map
LWCF Boundary Map_bb2484.pdf

Description: Park and Trail Map
016593Master_Plan_BoardsGrantPark_and_Trail_M
ap_6d4824.pdf

Facility Website

  Organization
Lincoln County

Lead Contact Person
Teresa Schreurs

Title
Director of Community Development
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Mailing Address
402 N. Harold St.

City
Ivanhoe

State
Minnesota

Zip
56142

Phone
(507) 694-1552

Email
teresa@dsi-services.com

Joint Applicants

Joint Applicant #1 

Joint Applicant #2 

Joint Applicant #3 

Joint Applicant #4 

Other project supporters 

Description

This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Regional Significance Statement

Classification
Natural Resource Based Regional Park

Overview/Description of Park or Trail
Hole-in-the-Mountain Prairie is a part of a 4,300 acre prairie area that begins at the south end of the City of
Lake Benton along U.S. Highway 75, and runs south toward Altona State Wildlife Management Area. This
Prairie is a 1,157-acre prairie and oak savanna wildlife preserve. The preserve, situated on a steep valley, is
part of a larger glacial escarpment that runs from southwest Minnesota through northeast South Dakota.
Locally, this region with its undulating terrain, is known as Buffalo Ridge. Native Americans called the half-
mile-wide prairie valley "Mountain Pass" or "Hole-in-the-Mountain".

Buffalo Ridge, dividing the Mississippi and Missouri River basins, is a large expanse of rolling hills. It stands
1,995 feet above sea level. This region includes some of the highest land in Minnesota.

Located on Buffalo Ridge, Hole-in-the-Mountain Park is comprised of approximately 1,000 acres of woodland
and prairie land. Hole-in-the-Mountain Park, with its steep hills and rolling terrain, provide seven miles of
challenging and scenic natural trails. Whether its horseback riding, biking, hiking, or snowmobiling, the park
trails are in use spring, summer, winter and fall.

Hole-in-the-Mountain Park is comprised of two campgrounds. The lower campground is located on the south
side of U.S. Highway 14, while the upper campground, commonly referred to as Horse Hill, is located on the
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north side of U.S. Highway 14.

In addition to scenic views and trails, the lower campground offers 30 electrical/water/sewer campsites and
more additional non-electrical tent sites. Other amenities within the campground include two picnic shelters, a
chalet building - with restrooms, showers, and a 2-story indoor gathering space for guests - as well as a 1.141
mile hard-surfaced non-motorized loop trail, allowing runners, bicyclists and pedestrians of all ages, to enjoy
the picturesque landscapes.

Horse Hill, the upper campground area of the park, is a regional treasure for equestrians. This campground
offers 30 electric campsites, each site equipped with a hitching post for horses.

Located one-half mile from the park, Lake Benton Lake offers ample outdoor recreational activities such as
fishing, ice-fishing, swimming beaches, boating, water-skiing, tubing and more. At approximately 7-miles-
long, Lake Benton is one of the largest lakes in southwest Minnesota and ranked among the 10 best walleye
lakes in Minnesota drawing tourists from not only the local region but other states such as Nebraska, Iowa,
and nearby South Dakota.

The City of Lake Benton has a 1.2 mile trail within the city limits that is connected to Hole-in-the-Mountain
Park. Additionally, the Lincoln County Trails Task Force, has designed a plan to construct a Lincoln County
Trails System. It is a 10-year multi-phase plan to build trails that would not only connect major points within
Lincoln County, but would not only connect Hole-in-the-Mountain Park to neighboring trails and amenities, but
would also connect multiple communities, regions and potentially states.

Total Acreage or Mileage

Acquisition and Development Status
Development status

Facility Listing

This section provides an overview of existing and proposed site facilities and general site
characteristics .

Existing Facilities Proposed Facilities

Camping-cross-section of camper types
Electric/water/sewer RV sites
Electric/water campsites
Non-electric campsites
Group campsites
Tent only sites
Camper Cabins

Picnicking and picnic shelters
Hiking Trails (natural)
Mountain Biking Trails (natural)
Cross-country Skiing Trails
Horseback Riding Trails (natural)
Visitor Center
Restrooms/sanitation building
Roads and Parking Areas

Camping-cross-section of camper types
Electric/water/sewer RV sites

Picnicking and picnic shelters
Walking Trails (paved)
Biking Trails (paved)
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Proposed Facilities Other Information
Disc golf course
General Site Characteristics

Site characteristics upload
Description: Buffalo Ridge
01.BuffaloRidge1_f7eb90.png

Site characteristics upload
Description: Buffalo Ridge
02.Criteria2_BuffaloRidge_179f01.png

Site characteristics upload
Description: Glacier Pond
03.Criteria2_GlacierPond_b81c2d.png

Site characteristics upload
Description: Hole in the Mountain Prairie
04.HITM_Prairie1_2ee105.png

Site characteristics upload
Description: Hole in the Mountain Prairie
05.HITM_Prairie2_0034b4.png

Site characteristics upload
Description: Regionally Significant Plants
06.Criteria2_RegionSignifPlants_6bc0f7.png

Site characteristics upload
Description: Wind Capital of the Midwest
07.Criteria2_WindCapital_73f382.png

Site characteristics upload
Description: Lake Benton Lake
08.Criteria2_LakeBentonLake_306a81.png

Master Plan

Additional Supportive Information:

Classification Details

Natural Resource Based Regional Park Classification.

Provides a High-Quality Outdoor Recreation
Experience 

Criteria #1 Images
Horse Hill Campground
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Hole-in-the-Mountain Park is comprised of two
campgrounds. The lower campground is located on
the south side of U.S. Highway 14, while the upper
campground, commonly referred to as Horse Hill, is
located on the north side of U.S. Highway 14. Hole-in-
the-Mountain Park contains 7 miles of natural trails for
horseback riding, mountain biking, hiking, cross-
country skiing, and winter snowmobiling.

In addition to scenic views and trails, the lower
campground offers 30 electrical/water/sewer
campsites and more than 30 non-electrical tent sites.

The campground offers a 1.141 mile hard-surfaced
non-motorized loop trail, allowing runners, bicyclists
and pedestrians of all ages, to enjoy the picturesque
landscapes.

Horse Hill, the upper campground area of the park, is
a regional treasure for equestrians. Horse Hill
campground offers 30 electric campsites each
equipped with a hitching post for horses. Horse riders
from around the region enjoy not only the 7 miles of
natural trails throughout the park, but many more off-
trail acres posing further adventures to experience
beautiful views of undulating woodland and prairie
landscape.

Each year Hole-in-the-Mountain Park is the main
stage for regionally unique celebrations including
Saddle Horse and Benton-Fremont Days/Te Tonka Ha
celebrations.

Saddle Horse Holiday draws visitors (and more than
800 horses) to the park. With its outdoor equine arena,
Horse Hill is the perfect venue for the annual two-ring
horse show and other equestrian events throughout
the year.

Benton-Fremont Days/Te Tonka Ha, also held at Hole-
in-the-Mountain Park, is an annual celebration that
includes a weekend of entertaining pioneer
reenactments.

Located within a short walking distance from the park,
Lake Benton lake offers ample outdoor recreational
activities such as: fishing, ice-fishing, swimming
beaches, boating, water-skiing, tubing and more.

01.Criteria1_HorseHill1_6b57a3.png

Criteria #1 Images
West_East Campgrounds
02.Criteria1_E.W.Campgrounds1_a47c1f.png

Criteria #1 Images
Trails_Natural
03.Criteria 1_Trails_Natural.Hard Surface_e1a569.png

Criteria #1 Images
Saddle Horse Holiday - Image 1
04.Criteria1_SaddleHorse2_7c95bd.png

Criteria #1 Images
Saddle Horse Holiday - Image 2
05.Criteria1_SaddleHorse1_175ba4.png

Criteria #1 Images
Saddle Horse Holiday - Image 3
06.Criteria1_SaddleHorse3_ebed8b.png

Criteria #1 Images
Te Tonka Ha - Image 1
07.Criteria1_TeTonkaHa1_22acb2.png

Criteria #1 Images
Te Tonka Ha - Image 2
08.Criteria1_TeTonkaHa2_107461.png

Criteria #1 Images
Lake Benton Lake - Image 1
09.Criteria1_LakeBentonlakeMap2_d1af7f.png

Criteria #1 Images
Lake Benton Lake - Image 2
10.Criteria1_LakeBentonlakeMap_2b781b.png

Criteria #1 Images
Ski - Tubing Hill - Image 1
11.Criteria1_SkiSledHill2_836e09.png

Criteria #1 Images
Ski - Tubing HIll - Image 2
12.Criteria1_SkiSledHill1_ea2105.png

Criteria #1 Images
Natural Amenities
13.Criteria1_Natural Amenities_608349.png

Criteria #1 Images
Trails - Outdoor Opportunities
14.Criteria1_OutdoorOpportunity.Trails_d23089.png
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Criteria #1 Images
Southwest MN Trails
15.Criteria1_SWMNTrails_f1d94a.png

Criteria #1 Images
GeoCaching - Image 1
16.Criteria1_GeoCaching1_4f1ca6.png

Criteria #1 Images
GeoCaching - Image 2
17.Criteria1_GeoCaching2_50cca3.png

 
Preserves a Regionally-Significant and Diverse
Natural or Historic Landscape  
Hole-in-the-Mountain Prairie is a part of a 4,300 acre
prairie area that begins at the south end of the City of
Lake Benton along U.S. Highway 75, and runs south
toward the Altona State Wildlife Management Area.
This Prairie is a 1,157-acre prairie and oak savanna
wildlife preserve. The preserve, situated on a steep
valley, is part of a larger glacial escarpment that runs
from southwest Minnesota through northeast South
Dakota. Locally, this region with its undulating terrain,
is known as Buffalo Ridge. The prairie valley is the
headwaters of Flandreau Creek, which runs toward
the Big Sioux River. Native Americans called the half-
mile-wide valley "Mountain Pass" or "Hole-in-the-
Mountain".

Buffalo Ridge, dividing the Mississippi and Missouri
River basins, is a large expanse of rolling hills. It
stands 1,995 feet above sea level. At sixty miles long,
Buffalo Ridge runs through five counties in the
southwestern corner of Minnesota.

The Buffalo Ridge landscape is unique and
unexpected among the flat prairies of southwest
Minnesota. Hole-in-the-Mountain Park is a gem in the
region for its topography, woods, and views, all within
walking distance of the amenities of the small rural
City of Lake Benton.

The preserve is an excellent habitat for rare prairie-
dependent insects including 25 species of butterflies
thriving on the native grasses and forbs protected here
(Dakota skipper and Ottoe skipper, both threatened
species), and the Uncas skipper, an endangered
species. The Dakota skipper which was first
discovered near Volga, South Dakota, survives on
only a few scattered virgin prairie habitats in the
Dakotas, Iowa, and Minnesota. Other animals include
nesting waterfowl, passerines and other grassland
birds.

Criteria #2 Images
Buffalo Ridge
01.Criteria2_BuffaloRidge_faa898.png

Criteria #2 Images
Hole-in-the-Mountain Prairie
02.Criteria2_HITMPrairie1_d6e6c0.png

Criteria #2 Images
Regionally Significant Plants
03.Criteria2_RegionSignifPlants_71c728.png

Criteria #2 Images
Biodiversity
04.Criteria2_Biodiversity_8308d2.png

Criteria #2 Images
Wind Capital of Midwest
05.Criteria2_WindCapital_ef0b7c.png

Criteria #2 Images
Lake Benton Lake
06.Criteria2_LakeBentonLake_48f177.png

Criteria #2 Images
Glacier Pond
07.Criteria2_GlacierPond_158934.png

Criteria #2 Images
Snyder LogCabin
08.Criteria1_SnyderLogCabin_08da81.png
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There are over 60 species of grasses, sedges, and
rushes, 10 species of trees and shrubs, and 200
species of wildflowers found here.

 
Well-located and Connected to Serve a Regional
Population and/or Tourist Destination  
Due to its location along the Buffalo Ridge, Hole-in-the-
Mountain Park is unique and a treasured destination
as evidenced by the 7,000 people who annually visit
Hole-in-the-Mountain Park.

Hole-in-the-Mountain Park is conveniently located
along U.S. Highway 14, and U.S. Highway 75. It is 32
miles Southwest of Marshall, MN (pop.13,480), 28
miles East of Brookings, SD (pop. 22,900), 66 miles
Northeast of Sioux Falls, SD (pop. 164,670), and 77
miles Northwest of Worthington, MN, (pop. 12,940).

The City of Lake Benton has a 1.2 mile trail within the
city limits that is connected to Hole-in-the-Mountain
Park. The Lincoln County Trails Task Force, has
designed a plan to construct a Lincoln County Trails
System. The Trails Task Force has a 10-year multi-
phase plan to build trails that would not only connect
major points within Lincoln County, but would not only
connect Hole-in-the-Mountain Park to neighboring
trails and amenities, but would also connect multiple
communities, regions and potentially states.

The first phase of the proposed Lincoln County trail
system will be a scenic by-way around beautiful Lake
Benton Lake. This phase also includes a plan to
connect Hole-in-the-Mountain County Park to
Norwegian Creek County Park, then connecting to
Stoney Point Campground and Recreational Park.

The proposed trail will encompass some of the
State??s more picturesque sites and destinations.
Sites will include multiple accesses to a recently
designated water trail on Lake Benton Lake, historical
marker and plaque at the former City of Marshfield
Township (the first organized community and county
seat for Lincoln County), Fox Slough (a well known
recreational area for hunting, water fowl and wildlife
viewing), and a historic 1850 era settler cabin at its
original location at Hole-in-the-Mountain.

Criteria #3 Images
Conveniently Located
01.Criteria3_Conveniently Located_6dded1.png

Criteria #3 Images
Historic Highways
02.Criteria3_HistoricHighways_387039.png

Criteria #3 Images
Horse Hill
03.Criteria3_Horse Hill_dac673.png

Criteria #3 Images
Norwegian Creek
04.Criteria3_NorwegianCreek_443c85.png

Criteria #3 Images
Picnic Point
05.Criteria3_PicnicPoint_ec1b78.png

Criteria #3 Images
Other Area Amenities
06.Criteria3_Other Area Amenities_7c9681.png

 
Fills a Gap in Recreational Opportunity within the
Region 
Located on Buffalo Ridge, which is unique among the
flat prairies of southwest Minnesota, Hole-in-the-
Mountain Park is comprised of approximately 1,000
acres of woodland and prairie land.

Criteria #4 Images
Recreational Opportunity
01.Criteria4_Recreational Opportunity_c541ad.png
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Hole-in-the-Mountain Park entails 7 miles of natural
trails for horseback riding, mountain biking, hiking and
snowmobiling. Whether its horseback riding, biking,
hiking, or snowmobiling, the park trails are in use
through the spring, summer, winter and fall ?? a Four-
Season Funland. With the steep hills and rolling
terrain, the Mountain Biking club (students from South
Dakota State University in Brookings, SD) spends their
summers enjoying the unique, challenging trails at
Hole-in-the-Mountain Park.

With 30 campsites in the park being equipped with
hitching posts to accommodate guests and campers
with horses, Horse Hill campground offers more
unique opportunities to the region. Each year,
hundreds of equestrians come to Hole-in-the-Mountain
Park, not only enjoy the 7 miles of natural trails
winding through undulating woods and prairies, but to
experience the picturesque views of the surrounding
landscape.

At approximately 7-miles-long, with more than 18
miles of shoreline, Lake Benton is one of the largest
lakes in southwest Minnesota and is ranked among
the 10 best walleye lakes in Minnesota drawing
tourists from not only the local region but also from
other regions such as Nebraska, Iowa, and nearby
South Dakota as well.

Historic sites can also be found at Hole-in-the-
Mountain Park, including a Trading Post built in 1862
belonging to Major Brown which is marked in the
northern part of Hole-in-the-Mountain Park. Also
located on the original site within the park is a home of
early settlers, the historic Synder log cabin.

Hole-in-the-Mountain Park is a treasure in the region
for its topography, woods, and scenic hills all within
walking distance of the amenities of the rural City of
Lake Benton.

 

Attachments
Doc Name Description Url

Resolution Lincoln County Resolution 1461881967381-GMRPTC
Resolution.pdf

Photo Photos/Views of Hole-In-The-
Mountain Park

1461885282782-HITM Photos for
GMRPTC.pptx

Other Benton Detailed Information on
Park and City Events

1461885409839-HITM Regional
Destination Info 1.pdf

Other Lake Benton and Hole-in-the- 1461885454856-HITM Regional
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Mountain 2016 Calendar of Events Designation Calendar.pdf

Location Map Location Map and Views of Buffalo
Ridge

1461886644550-HITM Location
Map.pptx

Site Map Upload Aerial Overview OverviewAerial1_5915f6.png

Regional Map Uploads Location of Hole-in-the-Mountain
Park

01.LincolnCountyParks1_d9dbe2.
png

Regional Map Uploads Overview of Hole-in-the-Mountain
Park

02.HITMCountyParkOverview_7f6
50e.png

Regional Map Uploads Lincoln County Parks 03.ImplemAgency.Photo1_64bebf.
png

Site Characteristics Upload Buffalo Ridge 01.BuffaloRidge1_f7eb90.png

Site Characteristics Upload Buffalo Ridge 02.Criteria2_BuffaloRidge_179f01.
png

Site Characteristics Upload Glacier Pond 03.Criteria2_GlacierPond_b81c2d.
png

Site Characteristics Upload Hole in the Mountain Prairie 04.HITM_Prairie1_2ee105.png

Site Characteristics Upload Hole in the Mountain Prairie 05.HITM_Prairie2_0034b4.png

Site Characteristics Upload Regionally Significant Plants 06.Criteria2_RegionSignifPlants_6
bc0f7.png

Site Characteristics Upload Wind Capital of the Midwest 07.Criteria2_WindCapital_73f382.
png

Site Characteristics Upload Lake Benton Lake 08.Criteria2_LakeBentonLake_30
6a81.png

Public Involvement Summ Upload 2011 Public Survey 2011 Survey_3bdc5c.png

Regional Demographic Upload Demographics Image 1 Pop Demographics_Immediate
Region1_f399f7.png

Regional Demographic Upload Demographics Image 2 Pop Demographics_Immediate
Region2_a08c1b.png

Regional Demographic Upload Demographics Image 3 Pop Demographics_Immediate
Region3_dc2db6.png

Regional Demographic Upload Demographics Image 4 Population Demographic_Broad
Region_2e65ce.png

Natural Resource Based1 Upload Horse Hill Campground 01.Criteria1_HorseHill1_6b57a3.p
ng

Natural Resource Based1 Upload West_East Campgrounds 02.Criteria1_E.W.Campgrounds1_
a47c1f.png

Natural Resource Based1 Upload Trails_Natural 03.Criteria 1_Trails_Natural.Hard
Surface_e1a569.png

Natural Resource Based1 Upload Saddle Horse Holiday - Image 1 04.Criteria1_SaddleHorse2_7c95b
d.png
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