
 

  

General
This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Last Update
17 Apr 2017 07:27:16

Park or Trail Name
Luverne Loop & Blue Mounds Trail

District
5

Location Description
The City of Luverne wants to become a trail destination, and given its strategic location and nearby attractive
landscapes and natural areas, it is positioned to become one. Situated in the extreme southwest corner of the
state, Luverne serves as the gateway into Minnesota. Luverne is the county seat of Rock County with a
population of 4745. Luverne lies at the crossroads of two major federal highways. Interstate 90 and U.S.
Highway 75 (the King of Trails Scenic Byway) are main routes through the city, carrying travelers from coast
to coast and border to border across the United States. Iowa borders Rock County to the south and South
Dakota to the west. The regional center of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, population 250,000, is 30 miles west on
Interstate 90.

  Park/Trail Address City

Park/Trail State Zip

Latitude
43.64005063

Longitude
-96.21276855

Map of Park/Trail

Facility Website

  Organization
City of Luverne

Lead Contact Person
Holly Sammons

Title

Mailing Address
305 E. Luverne St.

City
Luverne
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State
Minnesota

Zip
56156

Phone
507-449-5033

Email
hsammons@cityofluverne.org

Joint Applicants

Joint Applicant #1 

Joint Applicant #2 

Joint Applicant #3 

Joint Applicant #4 

Other project supporters 
The City of Luverne convenes a joint committee that has been working on trail planning and development
for 3 years, including the County, and supporting organizations: Luverne Area Chamber, Luverne Public
Schools, the Luverne Initiatives of Tomorrow, and local bicycle enthusiasts. Other supporters: Sanford
Health, Rock County Fair Board, Luverne Rotary Club, and Southwest Health & Human Services.
Overwhelming public support has been received. The City will own and manage the Luverne Loop Trail.
Rock County is the sponsoring agency for phase 2 of the Luverne Loop for the Transportation Alternatives
Program grant. The Blue Mounds Trail, constructed in 2003 with TE funds, is jointly managed by the City of
Luverne and Rock County.

Description

This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Regional Significance Statement

Classification
Regional Trail (Motorized and Non-motorized)

Overview/Description of Park or Trail
When complete, the 6-mile Luverne Loop and the existing 6-mile Blue Mounds Trail combined will offer 12
miles of paved, non-motorized trails. Luverne is the gateway community for Blue Mounds State Park, one of
the top 10 tourist attractions in southern Minnesota. This trail system will connect the state park to the dining,
lodging, and recreational amenities in the city via a scenic loop. It will also be the hub for regional and state
trail connections within Southwest Minnesota, and to Iowa and South Dakota. The Blue Mounds Trail also
connects directly to existing State Park trails: 2.2 miles--paved, 13 miles--hiking, and 3 miles--snowmobile
trails. This is likely enough miles to draw regional visitors from surrounding cities and counties for day and
overnight trips.

The Luverne Loop Trail/Blue Mounds Trail System will provide residents and visitors of all ages with a safe,
natural place for healthy recreation and transportation. The Luverne Loop will circle the city in a mostly off-
road, open space corridor, connecting: seven city parks, Redbird Field, Creamery Pond (an outdoor
recreation area), the Rock River, Luverne Public Schools and outdoor athletic complex, Nature Explore
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Classroom, Hwy 75/I-90 commercial district, Main Street, Sanford Medical Center, MN Veterans Home, and
Veterans Memorial Pond.

The Luverne Loop/Blue Mounds Trails will combine to create a non-motorized regionally significant trail
where users can experience a variety of high quality, attractive, unusual, and representative landscapes. The
landscape around Luverne is unique; it is the only part of Minnesota in the 'Inner Coteau' ecological
subsection, with waters flowing to the Missouri River. The Blue Mounds, the 1.5-mile long, red Sioux quartzite
cliffs that rise over 90 feet above the plains, are visible from both the Blue Mounds and Luverne Loop Trails.
The trail will run adjacent to a river and past three ponds, all proposed for habitat restoration, and adjacent to
a creek and conservation and agricultural lands. It will have minimal road crossings and a few short segments
along existing low volume roads. Interpretive waysides will highlight the natural and historical features.

A new trailhead is planned at Redbird Field, adjacent to the Rock River and City Park. Planned improvements
include parking, restrooms, water fountains, and a bike fix-it station. Additionally, park improvements
including parking, a fishing pier, and a canoe/kayak launch area are planned at Creamery Pond. A spur will
connect trail users to this new city-owned park. The existing 6' - 8' wide Blue Mounds Trail will be widened to
10'.

Located just 25 miles from Sioux Falls, Luverne is the gateway community to southwest Minnesota and Blue
Mounds State Park. Sioux Falls is larger than all Minnesota cities except Minneapolis and St. Paul, and is
among the top 50 fastest growing cities in the U.S. With 250,000, people, it has 32 miles of urban
trails/bikeways. Since no rural areas surrounding Sioux Falls have bike trails, Luverne can fill the need for
rural biking experiences.

Total Acreage or Mileage

Acquisition and Development Status
Luverne Loop in progress; Blue Mound Trail complete
85% acquired
Development status

Facility Listing

This section provides an overview of existing and proposed site facilities and general site
characteristics .

Existing Facilities Proposed Facilities

Existing Facilities Other Information
Existing Facilities- Blue Mounds Trail
Proposed Facilities Other Information
The Luverne Loop will be a 10-ft wide asphalt trail. A new trailhead development is planned at Redbird Field
to add amenities to existing parking and restrooms.
General Site Characteristics

                               3 / 8



 

Master Plan

Additional Supportive Information:

Classification Details

Regional Trail (Motorized and Non-Motorized) Classification

Provides a High-Quality "Destination" Trail
Experience 
Blue Mounds State Park is one of the largest prairie
parks in the state and includes rare plants and birds, a
man-made lake, a bison herd, a campground,
interpretive center, beach and rock climbing areas.
The Blue Mounds, the 1.5 mile long, red Sioux
quartzite cliffs that rise over 90 feet above the plains,
are visible from both the Blue Mounds Trail and the
Luverne Loop. The landscape around Luverne is
unique in that it is the only part of the state in the
'?Inner Coteau' ecological subsection, consisting of
dissected moraines capped by thick loess deposits,
with exposed outcrops of bedrock.

Luverne has the goal of becoming a trail destination
for the tri-state area at the corner of Minnesota, South
Dakota and Iowa. The Blue Mounds/Luverne Loop
Trails offer great potential to attract trail and park
visitors for day trips from the 250,000-population Sioux
Falls metro area, 30 miles away. Sioux Falls is among
the top 50 fastest growing cities in the U.S. Sioux Falls
has 32 miles of trails/bikeways, but they offer an urban
experience, and since no rural areas surrounding
Sioux Falls have bike trails, Luverne can fill that need.
Two-thirds of the Luverne Loop Trail will be off of the
street grid and it will have three scattered segments
within road rights of way, with no segment more than
1/2 mile long. A highlight of the Loop will be the view
from a 20' man-made berm and a ? mile segment
through park and conservation land along the Rock
River, which is listed by DNR as having moderate
biodiversity significance. Once the regional trail to
Sioux Falls is built, the Luverne Loop/Blue Mound
Trails can be the destination for long distance bicycling
from Sioux Falls.

 
Well-located (i.e., Convenience of
Access/Adequate Length) to Serve Regional
Population and/or Tourist Destination 
The Luverne Loop/Blue Mounds Trail is intended to
form a regional connector for the Casey Jones State
Trail near Pipestone, 25 miles north of Luverne.
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Schoneman County Park, about 1 mile south of
Luverne, is the legislated southern terminus of the
planned Casey Jones State Trail. An important
destination on the Casey Jones Trail will be Touch the
Sky Prairie, a Northern Tallgrass Prairie National
Wildlife Refuge. It features 1000 acres of restored
prairie, a mile-long Sioux quartzite ridgeline, rare
waterfalls, and over 167 native plant species.

Luverne is in an ideal location to be a trail hub, and the
Luverne Loop/Blue Mounds Trails will be a key link in
the regional, statewide and inter-state trail system. A
regional east-west trail from Sioux Falls, SD through
Luverne to Worthington, Jackson and the Des Moines
River Valley State Trail is depicted in the Southwest
MN Trail Corridor Plan Update of 2014. Luverne can
connect to the existing 32-mile trail system in Sioux
Falls and the proposed regional trail to Gitchie Manitou
(IA) State Preserve, Blood Run National Historic
Landmark, and the 844 acre Big Sioux Wildlife Area
(SD & IA), all within about 30 miles of Luverne.

The Luverne Loop/Blue Mounds Trails will connect
directly to Blue Mound State Park. The existing Blue
Mounds Trail continues 2.2 miles through the State
Park into the campground, which also connects to 13
miles of hiking trails and a 1 mile interpretive trail. This
state park is the 9th most visited tourist attraction in all
of southern Minnesota, with about 88,000 annual visits
and 15,000 annual overnight visits. It is unique for its
resident buffalo herd, and its stunning 90'? tall Sioux
quartzite rock outcrops. Luverne is the gateway
community for the State Park.

 
Enhances Connectivity to Regional Destinations 
The Luverne Loop Trail/Blue Mounds Trail System
originates in the City of Luverne (population 4745),
which is the commercial, employment, educational and
entertainment center for Rock County (population
9520). Luverne is also a population and tourist center
for the surrounding cities, towns, and rural areas in the
multi-county region. Luverne is the 2nd largest city in
the four Minnesota county area surrounding Luverne;
only Worthington is larger, 33 miles away. This
4-county area, about 2400 square miles, has a
population of approximately 49,000. Luverne is also
larger than any city in the two counties in Iowa (Lyon
and Osceola) that border Rock County to the south,
which have a combined population of about 18,000 in
987 square miles. Luverne draws a regional clientele
for its Medical Center and the Minnesota Veterans
Home, and as the gateway city to popular Blue
Mounds State Park and its strategic location on I-90,
Luverne receives tourists from many states.
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Because the Luverne Loop Trail will circumnavigate
the city and 50% of the County population resides in
Luverne, half of the County's residents will live within
approximately 1 mile of the trail.

When complete, the 6-mile Luverne Loop and the
existing 6-mile Blue Mound Trail combined will offer 12
miles of paved, non-motorized trails. In addition, the
Blue Mound Trail connects directly to 2.2 miles of
paved trail in Blue Mound State Park. The trail also
connects to 13 miles of hiking trails and 3 miles of
snowmobile trails. This is likely enough miles to draw
regional visitors from surrounding cities and counties
for day and overnight trips, considering other area
attractions and the connection to Blue Mound State
Park

 
Fills a Gap in Recreational Opportunity within a
Region
No regional or state trails exist. The southwest
quadrant of the state offers very few state or regional
level trail or park experiences. There is not much of an
existing trail network to connect. The existing trails are
short, and the gaps large. Only a few small segments
of the Casey Jones and Minnesota Valley State Trails
exist in the area southwest of the Minnesota River
valley and west of Mankato (about 20 counties). Only
3 state trails are authorized for this large area, and
they are taking decades to be developed. The five
paved miles of the Casey Jones State Trail are near
Pipestone, 25 miles to the north. The state trail
corridor extends east from the paved trail, and is a
rugged, 8-mile hiking and snowmobile trail unsuitable
for road bicycles. The southwestern-most nine county
region in Minnesota lags behind most of the rest of the
state in the development of hard surface trails, with
about 85 miles of city and county trails in total. These
trails are scattered across 9-county area, mostly in 1
to 6 mile segments, with none over 11 miles. There is
only one paved trail in Rock County: the Blue Mound
Trail. The adjacent counties in Northwest Iowa have
only a few short trails as well. The Sioux Falls metro
area, with its 32 mile trail system, draws many Rock
County and Southwest Minnesota residents there to
use the trails. Without a better, more extended trail
system in Southwest Minnesota, Minnesotans will
continue to have to leave the region and state to find
recreational opportunities, and Minnesota will lose trail
related tourism to South Dakota.

 
 

Attachments
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Doc Name Description Url

Location Map Luverne is located in Rock County
in the southwestern corner of
Minnesota.

1434725591011-Luverne Project
Location Map.pdf

Master Plan Master plan added from master
plan tab

1435170966142-14039SF
Luverne Loop Master Plan
06222015.pdf

Letters Of Support Letter of Support from Blue Mound
State Park

1435340528470-Blue Mound
State Park - Letter of Support.pdf

Letters Of Support Letter of Support from State
Representative Joe Schomacker

1435340617593-Schomacker -
Letter of Support.pdf

Letters Of Support Letter of Support from Rock
County

1435340638231-Rock County
Fair- Petition of Support.pdf

Letters Of Support Letter of Support from Luverne
Area Chamber, Convention and
Visitors Bureau, and Luverne
Initiatives for Tomorrow

1435340704920-CVB LIFT -
Letters of Support.pdf

Letters Of Support Letter of Support from Sanford
Health

1435340733208-Sanford - Letter
of Support.pdf

Letters Of Support Letter of Support from Luverne
High School

1435340764228-Luverne High
School- Letter of Support.pdf

Letters Of Support Letter of Support from Luverne
Elementary School

1435340781403-Luverne
Elementary School - Letter of
Support.pdf

Letters Of Support Letter of Support from Rock
County Fair Board

1435340801141-Rock County
Fair- Petition of Support.pdf

Letters Of Support Letter of Support from Luverne
Rotary Club

1435340819035-Rotary - Letter of
Support.pdf

Letters Of Support Letter of Support from Southwest
Health & Human Services

1435340851251-Southwest HHS-
Letter of Support.pdf

Letters Of Support Letter of Support from Rock
County Opportunities

1435340875695-RCO - Letter of
Support.pdf

Letters Of Support Letter of Support from State
Senator Bill Weber

1435340908484-Letter of Support-
Bill Weber.pdf

Resolution Resolution of Support from Rock
County

1435340951491-Rock County
Support Resolution.pdf

Resolution Resolution of Support from City of
Luverne & Maintenance
Agreement

1435341071537-City of Luverne
Support and Maintenance
Resolutions.pdf

Resolution Resolution of Support from City of
Luverne & Maintenance
Agreement

1435341178077-SIGNED
Resolution Supporting Local trail
Connections Grant Application -
Luverne Loop.
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http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435340704920-CVB LIFT - Letters of Support.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435340704920-CVB LIFT - Letters of Support.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435340733208-Sanford - Letter of Support.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435340733208-Sanford - Letter of Support.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435340764228-Luverne High School- Letter of Support.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435340764228-Luverne High School- Letter of Support.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435340781403-Luverne Elementary School - Letter of Support.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435340781403-Luverne Elementary School - Letter of Support.pdf
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http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435340851251-Southwest HHS- Letter of Support.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435340851251-Southwest HHS- Letter of Support.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435340875695-RCO - Letter of Support.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435340875695-RCO - Letter of Support.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435340908484-Letter of Support- Bill Weber.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435340908484-Letter of Support- Bill Weber.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435340951491-Rock County Support Resolution.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435340951491-Rock County Support Resolution.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435341071537-City of Luverne Support and Maintenance Resolutions.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435341071537-City of Luverne Support and Maintenance Resolutions.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435341071537-City of Luverne Support and Maintenance Resolutions.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435341178077-SIGNED Resolution Supporting Local trail Connections Grant Application - Luverne Loop.
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435341178077-SIGNED Resolution Supporting Local trail Connections Grant Application - Luverne Loop.
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435341178077-SIGNED Resolution Supporting Local trail Connections Grant Application - Luverne Loop.
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/plugins/viewdoc.php?file=uploads/applications/15-010D/1435341178077-SIGNED Resolution Supporting Local trail Connections Grant Application - Luverne Loop.


 

Location Map Luverne Loop Trail Proposed
Route Map

1435341349348-LuverneLoop_Tr
ail Map_30x40.pdf

Photo Unique Landscapes- out
croppings of Sioux Quartzite at
Blue Mounds

1435341669554-Picture2.jpg

Photo Veterans Memorial Pond 1435341713051-ds vets pond.jpg

Photo Creamery Pond 1435341739068-1creamery
pond.jpg

Photo The Blue Mounds 1435342020392-77a4001e537347
6bd0852c59edfb144a.jpg

Location Map Map depicting Luverne, Blue
Mound State Park, & Touch the
Sky Prairie

1435342120655-TTSMap.jpg

Photo National Geographic
Photographer Jim Brandenburg
and his wife Judy at Touch the
Sky Prairie

1435343442249-264.jpg

Location Map Southwest Minnesota Trail
Corridor Plan Map

1435344857906-SW Regional
Trail Corridor Plan Map Copy.pdf

Other Map of Planned Trails in Tri-State
(MN-IA-SD) Area

1435608117900-150629_Luverne.
pdf

Photo Blue Mounds State Park 1435610772758-Summer+stateow
onder0814_0814+002.JPG
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