AMENDMENT

General

This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Last Update
17 Apr 2017 07:27:16

Park or Trail Name District
Oxbow Park/Zollman Zoo 6

Location Description

Oxbow Park and Zollman Zoo is located 4 miles north of Byron, Minnesota, on County Road 105, West-
central Olmsted County, in Kalmar Township. The mailing address is 5731, County Road 105, Byron,
Minnesota, 55920.

Park/Trail Address City
Park/Trail State Zip

Latitude Longitude
44.08191294 -92.65113831

Map of Park/Trail

Facility Website

Organization
Olmsted County

Lead Contact Person Title

Tom Ryan

Mailing Address City

2122 Campus Drive SE, Suite 200 Rochester
State Zip
Minnesota 55904
Phone Email
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507-328-7086 ryan.tom@co.olmsted.mn.us
Joint Applicants

Joint Applicant #1
Olmsted County Board of Commissioners

Joint Applicant #2
Joint Applicant #3

Joint Applicant #4

Other project supporters
Submitted for County Board action: Resolution Form for Public Entities - Request for Designation as a
Regional Park or Trail in Greater Minnesota

Description

This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Regional Significance Statement

Classification
Special Recreational Feature Park

Overview/Description of Park or Trail

Oxbow Park/Zollman Zoo is the second largest park in the Olmsted County Regional Park System, totaling
620 acres. The vistas that dominate the viewscape in the Oxbow Valley include the middle branch of the
Zumbro River, blufflands, floodplain meadows, restored prairies, mature maple/basswood forests, and native
woodland and prairie flowers. Oxbow's most renowned and special feature is The Dr. Paul E. Zollman Zoo
and Nature Center located in the center of the Oxbow Park valley. The zoo features over 30 native species of
animals indigenous to Minnesota including mammals, birds of prey, amphibians and reptiles. The creatures
housed at the zoo are non-releasable, and are either permanently injured or are surplus animals from other
zoos and animal shelters. The zoo creatures represent a living museum for park visitors seeking
environmental programming from staff and volunteers, and also allow visitors from foreign lands the
opportunity to see the inherent beauty of Minnesota's native wildlife population. Oxbow Nature Center
features an indoor classroom, interpretive displays, and also serves as the trailhead headquarters. In 2014,
22,749 visitors participated in interpretive programs offered by Oxbow staff and volunteers. Oxbow
Park/Zollman Zoo visitation exceeds 160 thousand annual visitors and the park serves the 12 county region
of Southeastern Minnesota, Western Wisconsin, and Northern lowa. Oxbow Park/Zollman Zoo not only hosts
out of state guests but welcomes visitors from around the world who are seeking medical care at the Mayo
Clinic. Additionally, the park serves local visitors and groups that include (illustrative only): girl scouts, boy
scouts, boys and girls club, high school cross country teams, grade schools, senior citizens, church
organizations, family YMCA and day camp participants, trail race activities, and special events designed for
youth and families. Located 12 miles West of Rochester, MN, Oxbow Park/Zollman Zoo is easily accessible
by turning off of US Highway 14 and going 4 miles North of Byron, MN on County Road 5 (see attached
map). This public facility is the only one of its kind in Southeastern Minnesota. The nearest zoo is the
Minnesota Zoo, 70 miles North in the Southern metro area.
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The Mission of Olmsted County Parks is: To foster an appreciation of the natural world through environmental
education, natural resource management, and public participation in the stewardship of our park lands.

The Vision of Olmsted County Parks is: Learning Life-long lessons in natural places.

Olmsted County is seeking designation for Oxbow Park as Special Recreational Feature Regional Park for
the services provided above, and for the parks primary feature and attraction: Zollman Zoo and Nature
Center.

Total Acreage or Mileage

Acquisition and Development Status
Development status

Facility Listing

This section provides an overview of existing and proposed site facilities and general site
characteristics .

Existing Facilities Proposed Facilities

e Camping-cross-section of camper types

e Electric campsites

¢ Non-electric campsites ¢ Restrooms/sanitation building
e Group campsites ¢ Roads and Parking Areas

e Tent only sites

¢ Picnicking and picnic shelters

e Hiking Trails (natural)

e Cross-country Skiing Trails

e Canoeing Facilities

* Visitor Center

¢ Nature Center/Interpretation Trails
¢ Play areas, with an outdoor theme
e Restrooms/sanitation building

e Roads and Parking Areas

Existing Facilities Other Information

The Zumbro River shoreline within the park's boundaries is maintained for the convenience of park visitors for
fishing and wading. The Zumbro River offers superb river fishing, most notably small mouth bass.

Proposed Facilities Other Information

Proposed for future development at Oxbow is a large expansion of the Oxbow Nature Center, new exhibits to

house the prairie dogs and American badger, and expanded parking facilities at the zoo to accommodate the

anticipated crowds drawn by the new natural playscape to be completed in the summer of 2015.

General Site Characteristics

Master Plan
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Additional Supportive Information:

Classification Details

Special Recreational Feature Park Classification

Provides a High-Quality Outdoor Recreation
Experience

Oxbow Park is the second largest park in the Olmsted
County Regional Park System. The 620 total acres
feature 8 miles of hiking trails, 4 different and distinct
picnic areas, 3 bridges leading across the river, 5
shelters, a youth camp area, a 29 site campground
(featuring a modern shower and restroom), 2 ADA
accessible camp sites, and 10 electrical sites. Oxbow's
most renowned and special feature is Zollman Zoo
and Nature Center. The zoo features over 30 native
species of animals indigenous to Minnesota including
mammals, birds of prey, amphibians, and reptiles. The
creatures housed at the zoo are non-releasable, and
are either permanently injured or are surplus animals
from other animal facilities. The zoo creatures
represent a living museum for park visitors seeking
environmental programming from staff and volunteers,
and also allow visitors from foreign lands (Mayo clinic
patients and family members) the opportunity to see
the inherent beauty of Minnesota's native wildlife. In
2014, nearly 22,749 visitors participated in programs
offered by Oxbow staff and volunteers. In addition to
traditional naturalist programming, and unique to
Oxbow is the interpretation programming related to the
zoo animals and their natural history. Zoo programs
and the daily zoo happenings experienced by visitors
include formal Touch and Learn sessions, observing
and assisting animal keepers as they perform their
chores, feeding the animals, and on occasion
witnessing the birth of baby animals. These types of
experiences and the more conventional naturalist-led
nature programs provide lasting memories for our
many visitors. In the summer of 2015 a large natural
playscape playground will be completed in close
proximity to the zoo and nature center providing
additional fun and discovery based on natural
sciences and the skills of play and observation.

Preserves a Regionally-Significant and Diverse
Natural or Historic Landscape

Established in 1967, Oxbow Park is endowed with
mature hardwoods forests, bluff lands, restored
prairies, ample access to scenic respite/reflection
areas along the River, view sheds from the blufflands
along the trail system, Karst Geology, accompanying
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sinkholes, a documented Native American camp along
the river(researched by lowa State University) and
several species of rare and endangered flora and
fauna (see attachment). By design, and as an added
feature, all of the custom designed zoo exhibits that
house the animals displayed are constructed with
limestone material, the signature geologic rock
associated with southeastern Minnesota and it's Karst
Geology. Further, a strong emphasis is placed on
resource management operations in the park,
complimented by a long-established environmental
education curriculum that provides interpretive
programming to thousands of citizens and school aged
children on an annual basis. A featured attraction is
the Hellickson House, a circa 1850's log home that
was originally located south of Byron, Minnesota. The
home is situated near the bison, deer, and elk exhibits,
period-era farm implements, and contains historic
artifacts and literature from the time period that it was
built.

Well-located and Connected to Serve a Regional
Population and/or Tourist Destination

Oxbow Park and Zollman Zoo receives an estimated
160,000 visitors a year. The engaging appeal of the
zoo animals and the "unscripted" natural history
associated with animal activity and the changing of
seasons leads to frequent return visits to both the park
and the zoo by many of our park visitors. The base
population served is the 12 county region of
southeastern Minnesota, western Wisconsin, and
Northern lowa. Two highly featured events that occur
annually at Oxbow Park are the volunteer led Spring
Fest, a celebration centered in the zoo area that
typically hosts 4 to 5 thousand visitors a year and is
packed with wild animal demonstrations, activities,
exhibits, and art displays that appeal to the family
atmosphere of the park. December brings on the
Annual Zoo Dazzle event. This 5 night, winter evening
festival finds the entire zoo brilliantly lit with thousands
of lights celebrating the spirit of the season and the
importance of getting outdoors in the winter and also
encourages nighttime road tours by citizens for the
entire week. This activity is volunteer sponsored as
well. According to Woods & Poole Economics, 2013
Rochester's population is expected to increase by
1.30% from 2010-2020 and 1.21% from 2010-2040.
Historical data shows that the City of Rochester was
home to 142,650 residents in 1990 and anticipated to
increase in population to 229,430 by 2025. Park user
surveys indicate that a great portion of our guests
frequent the park repeatedly through the year, and our
annual Mayo Clinic visitors are delighted to return
upon each visit. Of special note are our efforts to
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engage new park users through Community
Education, English as a Second Language Classes,
and inner-city children through travel scholarships for
the Boys and Girls Club, Family YMCA, Schools, and
Church related group visits.

Fills a Gap in Recreational Opportunity within the
Region

Zollman Zoo and the programming associated with
this special park attraction is extremely unique as
related to our Regional Parks and Trails System.
While smaller animal collections are present in a few
locations throughout Greater Minnesota, it is fair to say
that the size and scope of the zoo, associated with the
beautiful natural surrounding of a natural resource
based park facility allows this park to stand out among
regional parks throughout the state. In addition, it's
proximity to a substantial population base in the
greater Rochester Area, District 6, and only an hours
ride from the southern Metropolitan area solidifies it's
definition as a Special Recreational Feature Regional
Park. Zollman Zoo has become the center of Oxbow's
educational programming, and the creatures featured
are the building block for expanding on the
environmental principles associated with a
comprehensive, natural resource based curriculum.
The zoo animals, seen in spacious, humane exhibits
create the linkage needed for young and old minds
alike to make a connection with wild places and the
wildlife dependent on healthy ecosystems. In 2014,
nearly 22,749 visitors participated in interpretive
programs offered by Oxbow staff and volunteers, and
it's estimated that over 90% of the parks 160,000
annual visitors visit the zoo while spending time within
the park's borders. The engaging appeal of the zoo
animals and the "unscripted" natural history
associated with animal activity and the changing of
seasons leads to frequent return visits to both the park
and the zoo by many of our park visitors. Our guest
registry and comment section provides solid proof that
a great portion of our guests frequent the park
repeatedly through the year, and our annual Mayo
Clinic visitors are delighted to return upon each visit.

Attachments

Doc Name Description

Other Oxbow Park Rare Species Map
2015

Resolution

Url

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1432
819793384-Oxbow Rare Species

Map.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
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Regional Map

Ad Phasing Plan Photos

Ad Cost Projections Photos

Ecological Land Resources

Photos

Site Characteristic Images

Site Characteristic Images

Ecological Land Resources
Photos

Development Plan Overview

Uploads

Regional Map

Location Map

Public Involvement Photos

Site Map Uploads 2

Site Map Uploads 2

City, County, and State Park and
Open Space Lands in Olmsted
County

Phasing Diagram

Development Concept Capital

Cost Estimate

Natural Resource

Recommendations Cost Estimate

Existing Conditions

Issues & Opportunities

Natural Resources Plan

Development Concept

City, County, and State Park and
Open Space within Olmsted
County Lands Inventory

undefined

Online Survey Summary
Infographic

All Parks Olmsted County

Oxbow Trail System

ploads/applications/15-020D/1436
799016849-GM Regional Trails

Resolutions.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u

ploads/applications/15-020D/1479
752197358-160603_AllParks.jpg

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1479

761486532-OX_Phasing.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u

ploads/applications/15-020D/1479
761508076-OX_CapitalCosts.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1479

761954176-OX_NaturalCosts.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u

ploads/applications/15-020D/1479
762761450-OX_Existing.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1479
762774997-OX_Issues.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1481
911119436-Oxbow_NaturalResou

rcesPlan.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u

ploads/applications/15-020D/1481
913091125-OX_Concept.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1481

913160547-OX_ContextTable.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u

ploads/applications/15-020D/1481
922689370-Ox_Location.jpg

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1481
922799591-160505_SurveySumm
ary.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
453449398-All Parks Olmsted

County.jpg

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
453480901-Oxbow Park Trail

System.jpg
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Site Map Uploads 2

Site Map Uploads 2

Site Map Uploads 2

Site Map Uploads 2

Public Involvement Photos

Regional Demographic Photos

Regional Demographic Photos

Economic Development Photos

Economic Development Photos

Economic Development Photos

Criteria 1 Photos

Criteria 2 Photos

Bison and calf

Oxbow Park and Zollman Zoo

Existing Conditions

Otters swimming

Oxbow Concept

Visions and Public Values

Employment and Demographic
Forecast

The Future is Gaining on Us

2016 Annual Report to the
Community

Letter from the Mayor

Mayo Clinic

Existing Conditions

Rare Species map

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485

453642885-bison & calf.JPG

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
453678048-Oxbow and Zollman
Z00 Existing Conditions, Issues
and Opportunity Summary.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485

453715767-Swimming Otters
X2-2.jpg

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485

454330020-Development Maps
with Summary add to Tab2.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485

455063708-Visions and
Values.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485

455452931-Employment and
Demographic Forecasts- Add to

ALL.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
455468674-The Future is Gaining
On Us- add to ALL.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
455686443-2016 Annual Report to
the Community- Add to ALL-

Tourist Info.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
455700033-L etter from the Mayor-
Tourist Info Add to ALL.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
456081439-Mayo Clinic.ijpg

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
456975323-Existing Conditions
add to tab 5a.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
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Criteria 3 Photos

Development Plan Overview

Uploads

Acquisition Plan Overview
Uploads

Feature Uploader 373

Feature Uploader 373

Feature Uploader 375

Feature Uploader 376

Feature Uploader 376

Feature Uploader 376

Feature Uploader 377

Site Characteristic Images

Feature Uploader 374

Feature Uploader 377

All Parks in Olmsted County

Development Plan

Acquisition Plan

Access Realignment

Park-Wide Development Concept

Concept Area Map

Oxbow Trail System

Park-Wide Development Concept

Aquisition Plan

Park-Wide Development Concept

Natural Resources Overview

Park-Wide Development Concept

Park-Wide Development Priorities

457109609-RareOxbow.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
457290413-All Parks Olmsted

County.jpg

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
457495415-Development Plan
pages 29-34.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u

ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
457716606-Acquisition Plan.JPG

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485

457912804-Acquisition Plan.JPG

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
457951791-Park-Wide

Development Concept.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
458166675-Concept Area Map.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
458213800-Oxbow Park Trail

System.jpg

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
458384435-Park-Wide
Development Concept.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
458444144-Acquisition Plan.JPG

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
458502507-Park-Wide
Development Concept.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
458626795-Natural Resources

Overview.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
463013000-Park-Wide
Development Concept.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
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Feature Uploader 378

Feature Uploader 378

Feature Uploader 379

Feature Uploader 380

Feature Uploader 382

Feature Uploader 382

Feature Uploader 382

Feature Uploader 382

Feature Uploader 381

Feature Uploader 381

Feature Uploader 379

Feature Uploader 373

Feature Uploader 374

Park-Wide Development Priorities

Park-Wide Development Concept

Concept Area Map

Concept Area Map

Park-Wide Development Concept

Park-Wide Priorities

Acquisition Plan

Development Plan

Priorities for Development Area

Development Plan

Development Plan

Development Plan

Development Plan

ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
463226857-Park-Wide Priority.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485

463290859-Park-Wide Priority.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u

ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
463368113-Park-Wide

Development Concept.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u

ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
463433790-Concept Area Map.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485

463563338-Concept Area Map.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
463599897-Park-Wide

Development Concept.pdf
http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u

ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
463702731-Park-Wide Priority.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
463749915-Acquisition Plan.JPG

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
463831527-Development Plan
pages 29-34.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
463902449-Priorities for
Development Area.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
463950629-Development Plan
pages 29-34.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
463976946-Development Plan
pages 29-34.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
464141803-Development Plan
pages 29-34.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
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Feature Uploader 375

Feature Uploader 376

Feature Uploader 377

Feature Uploader 378

Feature Uploader 380

Feature Uploader 384

Feature Uploader 383

Feature Uploader 384

Site Map Uploads 2

Site Characteristic Images

Site Characteristic Images

Site Characteristic Images

Development Plan

Development Plan

Development Plan

Development Plan

Development Plan

Development Plan

Concept Area Map

Aerial View of Oxbow Park

Picnice area shelter

Zollman zoo exhibits

Naturalist led programming

ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
464264356-Development Plan
pages 29-34.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
464315232-Development Plan
pages 29-34.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
464549185-Development Plan
pages 29-34.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
464589151-Development Plan
pages 29-34.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
464614803-Development Plan
pages 29-34.pdf

http://dms.gmrptcommission.org/u
ploads/applications/15-020D/1485
464653137-Development Plan
pages 29-34.pdf
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