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Forum Recap and Questions and 
Answers

Bill Botten
Accessibility Specialist
bottenb3@gmail.com
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Forum Agenda
• Accessible Play Areas
• Accessible Picnic and 

Camping Facilities
• Pedestrian Trails and 

Shared Use Paths
• Your Questions
• Resources

Minimum Requirements

• 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design

• Architectural Barriers Act Accessibility 
Standards (ABAAS)

• ADA and ABA Accessibility Guidelines for the 
Public Right-of-Way

• International Building Code (IBC)

• State and local model codes (specific edition 
based on state/municipality)
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Play Area Referenced Standards

• ASTM F 1487-01 - Standard Consumer Safety 
Performance Specification for Playground 
Equipment for Public Use.

• ASTM F 1292- 99 or 04 - Standard Specification 
for Impact Attenuation of Surfacing Materials 
Within the Use Zone of Playground Equipment.

• ASTM F 1951-99 - Standard Specification for 
Determination of Accessibility of Surface 
Systems Under and Around Playground 
Equipment

• Use of “Equivalent facilitation” for more 
recently published versions of these standards

39

• Surface
• Clear width
• Clear width reductions
• Changes in level 

• Running Slope
• Cross Slope
• Openings
• Protruding Objects

Ground Level Accessible Routes

Ground-level Requirement
One of Each Type
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Elevated Play Component 
Requirements

At least 50% of the elevated play components must be on an 
accessible route (ramp or transfer system).

Determining Ground or Elevated
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Minimum number based on the number of 
elevated play components provided
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• Minimum quantity of
ground-level play
components

• Minimum number of
different types

• Ramp Access to 50% of the Play 
Components

• No additional ground level 
components required

Number and Types of Ground Level Play 
Components Required to be on Accessible 

Route
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Minimum Number of
Elevated Components

50% of all elevated play components in a play area must be reached 
by an accessible route

20 or more elevated components:
25 % ramp + 25% ramp and/or 
transfer = 50%

Less than 20 elevated 
components: ramp and/or 
transfer = 50%
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Access Board Resources
• Play Area & Surface 

Guide
• FAQ’s
• Completed Research

https://www.access-board.gov/ada/guides/chapter-10-play-areas/
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Your Questions
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Facility Types

•Accessible Routes
•Recreation facilities 

including 
playgrounds

•Pedestrian Access 
Route (Sidewalk)

•Shared Use Paths

•Pedestrian Trails

Key Elements 
of Design 
Intent 

KEY ELEMENTS of DESIGN INTENTPEDESTRIAN ROUTE

Connects accessible elements and spaces of a building or facility on a siteAccessible Route

• Designed for pedestrians (not bicycles)
• An accessible, continuous, and unobstructed path of travel for use by pedestrians with disabilities 

within a pedestrian circulation path.
• Pedestrian circulation paths include sidewalks, curb ramps, crosswalks, pedestrian under/overpasses

Pedestrian Access 
Route (Sidewalk)

• Designed for the “recreation experience”
• Does not connect elements, spaces, or facilities
• Generally, includes a “trailhead”
• Has limited transportation function

Pedestrian Trail

• Designed primarily for use by bicyclists, pedestrians, and other authorized motorized and non-
motorized users

• For transportation purposes and that may also be used for recreation

Shared Use Path

Accessibility Guidelines for 
Pedestrian Facilities in the Public 
Right-of-Way(PROWAG) 

• ABA Enforcing Agencies (once adopted)
• General Services Administration, Department of Defense, Department of 

Housing & Urban Development, U.S. Postal Service

• ADA Enforcing Agencies (once adopted)
• Department of Transportation, Department of Justice

Shared use paths. Designed primarily for use by bicyclists, pedestrians, and other 
authorized motorized and non-motorized users, for transportation purposes, and may 
also be used for recreation.

www.access-board.gov/prowag
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PEDESTRIAN 
TRAILS

Addressed in the 
Architectural Barriers Act 
Standards (ABAAS) for 
federal sites 

Application

• Newly constructed/altered trail 
directly connected to a 
trailhead or another trail that 
substantially complies with 
guidelines

• Conditional exceptions 
permitted – new and altered

Effective November 25, 2013

New construction and 
alterations
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Covered

• Facilities constructed 
or altered by 

• Federal agencies 
• Non-federal entities 

constructing facilities 
on federal land on 
behalf of federal 
agencies e.g., a 
concession contract, 
partnership agreement, 
or similar arrangement

Not Covered

• Facilities subject to 
ADA

• ADA facilities built 
or altered with 
Federal grants and 
loans (ABA)

Standard Addresses

• Trailheads
• Trail Signs
• Trail Technical

• Running/cross slope
• Tread obstacles
• Firmness and stability
• Minimum widths

• Trail gates and barriers
• Trail facilities

https://www.access-
board.gov/aba/guides/
chapter-10-outdoor/

SHARED 
USE PATHS

Covered in the Public Right-of-
Way Accessibility Guidelines 
(PROWAG)
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Definition

Shared Use Path (SUP) 
A multi-use path designed primarily for use 
by bicyclists, pedestrians, and other 
authorized motorized and non-motorized 
users, for transportation purposes, and that 
may also be used for recreation.

Shared use paths are physically separated 
from motor vehicle traffic by an open space 
or barrier and are either within 
the highway or other public right-of-way.

Designing Accessible Shared Use Paths

 Width: Determined by jurisdiction
 PROWAG requires the full width of the share use path be accessible

 Where shared use paths cross medians and pedestrian refuge islands the clear width of 
the pedestrian access route must be 60 inches minimum or at least as wide as the 
crosswalk, whichever is greater.

 Obstructions, such as bollards, cannot reduce the clear width of the pedestrian access 
route to less than 48 inches measured from the edge of the obstruction.

 Surface: Firm, stable, slip resistant

SUP located within highway 
right-of-way

 Grade(running slope) cannot exceed the 
grade established for the adjacent street

 Cross slope: 2.1% maximum

22

23

24



Accessibilityonline
Accessible Play Areas
May 6, 2021 9

SUP located outside 
highway right-of-way

 5.0% maximum grade(running slope)

 Cross slope: 2.1% maximum

Guidelines Address

26

• Curb Ramps at Shared Use Paths
• Flangeway Gaps
• Detectable warnings
• Site furnishings
• Signage
• Surface characteristics
• Physical Constraints
• Regulatory Constraints

Resources

• PROWAG YouTube Playlist
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Picnic and Camping Facilities

Picnic facilities
• At least 20% of picnic units in picnic facility where 

two or more picnic units are provided
• Two or fewer = each accessible

Camping facilities

Minimum Number of 
Accessible Camping 

Units Required

Total Number of 
Camping Units Provided 

in Camping Facility
11
22 to 25
326 to 50
451 to 75
576 to 100
7101 to 150
8151 to 200

8, plus 2 percent of the 
number over 200

201 and over

Applies to each type of camping unit 
provided.

Dispersion of accessible camping units 
required
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Outdoor constructed features

• Picnic tables

• Fire rings 

• Grills

• Fireplaces and 
woodstoves

• Trash and recycling 
containers

• Water hydrants

• Utility and sewage 
hookups

• Outdoor rinsing 
showers

• Benches

• Viewing Scopes

Resources

https://www.access-board.gov/ada/guides/

U.S. Access Board Archived Fishing/Boating Webinar
https://www.accessibilityonline.org/ao/archives/111008

National Trails Surface Study

https://scholarworks.iu.edu/dspace/items/7e9cdaef-
f743-48d4-9c92-5fcf56ca57ec

Research Projects

National Trails Surface Study

https://www.access-board.gov/research/
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Question and Answers

Your Questions

ADA National Network

One of ten regional centers 
providing guidance, training, 
and materials on the ADA

1-800-949-4232

ADAinfo.org

Recreation Facility Checklists

https://adachecklist.org/checklist.html#recRecreation
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Resources

U.S Department of Justice

Implementing regulation and additional 

requirements

Requirements for existing facilities – Title II & III

(800) 514-0301 (voice)

(800) 514-0383 (TTY)

www.ada.gov

U.S. Access Board

2010 Accessibility Standards for new 

construction and alterations

(202) 272-0080 (voice/TTY)

(202) 272-0081 (FAX)

ta@access-board.gov

www.access-board.gov
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