
 

  

General
This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Last Update
26 Jul 2023 01:58:29

Park or Trail Name
Robbins Island Regional Park

District
3

Location Description
Robbins Island Regional Park is located on the west side of U.S. Highway 71 in the city limits of Willmar, MN.
Willmar is located in Central Minnesota, approximately two and a half hours west of the Twin Cities metro
area and one hour southwest of St. Cloud. It is a rural community with farmland, lakes, and abundant wildlife.
Willmar is a regional center with a population of approximately 21,000 people, 25.9% of whom identify as non-
White (U.S. Census Quick Facts). Sibley State Park, named after Minnesotas first governor Henry Sibley, is
located approximately 15 miles north of Willmar at the northern end of Kandiyohi County.

Robbins Island is on the shores of Foot Lake to the south and Willmar Lake to the north and across the
highway from the Kandiyohi County Historical Society and Sperryville, a historic neighborhood marked by the
Sperry House at 228 Porto Rico Street. Sperry Park is nearby with a recently renovated playground and new
outdoor pickleball courts and fitness area. The Willmar Trail meanders through the park and connects users
to downtown Willmar, Swansson, and Baker Fields, and the Glacial Lakes and Eagle Lake trails at the
Willmar Civic Center.

  Park/Trail Address City

Park/Trail State
Minnesota

Zip

Latitude
45.13149832

Longitude
-95.03452778

Map of Park/Trail

Facility Website
www.willmarcer.com

  Organization
City of Willmar

                               1 / 9



 

Lead Contact Person
Casey Hagert

Title
Coordinator

Mailing Address
1234 Kandiyohi Ave. SW

City
Willmar

State
Minnesota

Zip
56201

Phone
320-231-8490

Email
hagertc@willmar.k12.mn.us

Joint Applicants

Joint Applicant #1 

Joint Applicant #2 

Joint Applicant #3 

Joint Applicant #4 

Other project supporters 
Willmar Convention and Visitors BureauMid-Minnesota Development CommissionKandiyohi
CountyMinnesota Department of Natural ResourcesPrairie Woods Environmental Learning CenterKandiyohi
Soil and Water ConservationMembers of Minnesota House of RepresentativesMember of State of
Minnesota Senate

Description

This section provides the basic information about the park or trail and the organizations responsible
for it.

Regional Significance Statement
Robbins Island Regional Park is a natural resource-based destination park located between Foot and Willmar
Lakes in Willmar, Minnesota. The park features a 19,000-square-foot Destination Playground, an 18-hole disc
golf course, and seven rentable shelters. The park provides two boat landings, and vast hills and trails for
walking and bicycling. Robbins Island Regional Park is the location for Willmars summer celebration, Willmar
Fest, and. Rockin Robbins, a summer concert series that attracts nearly 8,000 visitors.

Classification
Natural Resource Based Regional Park

Overview/Description of Park or Trail
Spanning over 55 acres and nestled between Foot Lake and Willmar Lake, Robbins Island Regional Park is
the crown jewel of the Willmar Park System. Formed over 25,000 years ago during the Wisconsin glaciation
period, early settlers used the land as a refuge from prairie fires and during the 1862 U.S.-Dakota conflict.
Robbins Island Regional Park is a destination park for leisure and recreation activities. According to 2021
park data collected by Minnesota Parks and Trails, there were 839,675 pedestrian, bicycle, and motor vehicle
visitors to Robbins Island, an increase of 30% from 2019. Robbins Island is large enough to accommodate
thousands of users at once, allowing residents and visitors access to the park for a variety of recreational and
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community needs. Foot Lake and Willmar Lake are near the headwaters of the Hawk Creek Watershed, and
both lakes are stocked with popular game fish for summer and winter anglers. Lake users enjoy access to
two boat landings, fishing piers, a swimming beach and outdoor volleyball court, and canoe and kayak
opportunities.

Additional amenities include seven shelters (five recently renovated), an 18-hole disc golf course, and open
space for soccer and other outdoor activities. The shelters are frequently used for family gatherings,
meetings, and civic events. Robbins Island is the premier site for many regional activities including farmers
markets, 5K runs, school groups, and movies in the park. The Willmar Fest Community Celebration is held at
the park, where there are activities such as a water ski show, concert, and a beach party concluding with
fireworks. The Rockin' Robbins Concert Series provides music, food, games, arts and crafts, and many other
fun activities for attendees. Users will find winter entertainment including an ice-skating rink, a sledding hill,
snowshoe and cross-country skiing trails, and equipment rentals for all visitors to enjoy the beauty of this
park. During the holiday season, Robbins Island Regional Park transforms into a holiday light show. Visitors
can drive through several holiday-themed light displays created by over one million lights at no cost and
100% of donations collected are given to local non-profit organizations.

Robbins Island is a year-round regional destination. Improvements to the park have been partially funded
through a Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) of 0.5%. Three million dollars were allocated and just over $2.7
million has been spent. Park improvements include capitalizing on the natural setting and beauty of the park
to create more meaningful outdoor recreation experiences. As part of the parks Master Plan, a two-sided
amphitheater and trail improvements will be developed in the first phase. Subsequent phases include
additional amenities. Located on the DNR-approved trail extension of the Glacial Lake State Trail, trail users
have access to the City of Willmar as well as 30 miles of trail leading to three county parks and Sibley State
Park. Robbins Island Regional Park has a rich history and a variety of natural resource-based recreation
opportunities making it a premier park destination in West Central Minnesota.

Total Acreage or Mileage
55
Acquisition and Development Status
New Park or Trail (no land acquired or developed)
Development status

Facility Listing

This section provides an overview of existing and proposed site facilities and general site
characteristics .

Existing Facilities Proposed Facilities

Picnicking and picnic shelters
Walking Trails (paved)
Hiking Trails (natural)
Biking Trails (paved)
Swimming
Lake Access for power boats
Fishing Piers
Restrooms/sanitation building
Roads and Parking Areas

Picnicking and picnic shelters
Walking Trails (paved)
Biking Trails (paved)
Cross-country Skiing Trails
Lake Access for power boats
Canoeing Facilities
Visitor Center
Nature Center/Interpretation Trails
Play areas, with an outdoor theme
Climbing (natural/man-made)
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Zip Lines
Restrooms/sanitation building
Roads and Parking Areas

General Site Characteristics
At more than 55 acres, Robbins Island Regional Park is located within the Willmar city limits between Foot
Lake and Willmar Lake and received its regional park designation in 2017. It is a beautiful area with natural
beauty and year-round opportunities to enjoy recreational activities including picnicking, fishing, swimming,
and bird watching. A peninsula on the west side of the park allows fishing access and the park boasts rolling
hills and a variety of mature trees. A variety of wildlife is found throughout the park. The park includes two
recreational boat landings (one for each lake) and a swimming and volleyball beach on Foot Lake. An 18-hole
disc golf course is located on the site as well as a Destination Playground providing entertainment for children
and adults of all abilities. The Willmar Trail passes by and through the park, connecting users to residential
and commercial neighborhoods in Willmar, and the Glacial Lakes State Trail, located within two miles of
Robbins Island near the Willmar Civic Center.

Robbins Island Regional Park holds historical significance as the site where pioneer settler Swan Swanson
and his family sought refuge from a skirmish related to the U.S. Dakota War of 1862 at the Erickson Cabin
two miles north of Robbins Island. The family spent one night at the islands peninsula before continuing north
toward safety. The island was later owned and named after John S. Robbins, a local merchant, and became
part of Willmars park system in 1934. There are historical markers throughout the park and the Willmar area
commemorating many of the War events.

Master Plan

Additional Supportive Information:
The City of Willmarâ€™s Master Plan was last updated in 2015. Since then, many of the initiatives
have been completed in phases, including a dog park, a splash pad at Rice Park, a Destination
Playground, and the renovation of five shelters at Robbins Island Regional Park. Recent projects
include an addition and renovation to the Civic Center Arena, new outdoor pickleball courts, and an
outdoor fitness area. In October 2019, the City of Willmar implemented a Local Option Sales Tax of
0.5% and allocated $3 million toward park improvements. To date, approximately $2.7 million has
been spent on improvements. The City of Willmar is committed to providing high-quality outdoor
experiences for residents and visitors and the current Master Plan includes the amphitheater
proposed in this application.

Classification Details

Natural Resource Based Regional Park Classification.

Provides a High-Quality Outdoor Recreation
Experience 
The proposed project will build a 3,000-square-foot,
two-sided amphitheater at Robbins Island Regional
Park. By locating the structure at Robbins Island
Regional Park, visitors will have access to several
miles of outdoor walking and bicycling trails, water
activities such as boating, fishing, and swimming, a
19,000-square-foot outdoor Destination Playground
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with equitable access for People with Disabilities, and
five newly remodeled and ADA-compliant shelters that
are available for rental and public use. The natural
features of the park create a unique and challenging
play environment for an 18-hole disc golf course and
there is a spacious grass area to accommodate soccer
or flag football games. A new public outdoor pickleball
court and updated playground is located within 500
feet of Robbins Island and the newly renovated Civic
Center Arena with baseball, soccer, and football fields
is within two miles of the park. The tranquil setting of
the park provides visitors the opportunity to reflect and
enjoy a boundless variety of wildlife.

Willmars Master Park Plan, updated in 2015, proposes
amenities such as an outdoor amphitheater, an
inclusive natural playground area, and
canoe/paddleboat/kayak rentals. The plan also calls
for a variety of winter activities such as skating, nordic
skiing, snowshoeing and a sledding hill. To maximize
year-round use, there is an interconnected trail system
with access to four-season shelters in the park.

Robbins Island Regional Park and the Civic Center
Arena are connected via the Willmar Trail. The
amphitheater will be designed using the natural
landscape with erosion control and water delineation
in mind. Landscaping of the amphitheater will include
natural prairie grasses to provide an environment for
pollinators such as bees, birds, and butterflies.

 
Preserves a Regionally-Significant and Diverse
Natural or Historic Landscape  
Robbins Island Regional Park spans over 55 partially
developed acres owned by the City of Willmar.
Located in rural West Central Minnesota, Robbins
Island is situated between Willmar Lake and Foot
Lake. With rolling hills, oak trees, and a recreational
trail winding through and around the park, the location
offers a wide variety of activities appealing to a wide
audience. With seven modern multi-purpose shelters
that meet ADA compliance, Robbins Island is a
destination for people who want to enjoy outdoor
activities and congregate for meetings, retreats, and
social events. The park is also host to the annual
Celebrate the Lights show, a free community event
and fundraiser for local non-profit organizations that
attracts thousands of residents and visitors.

The amphitheater will be built in an open, grassy
section of the park, preserving as many trees as
possible. Rainwater gardens are expected to reduce
mud and increase pollinator activity. A future trail will
be added to create an additional loop on the north side
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of the park and the existing trail will be improved.
Energy-saving measures will be taken with lighting in
and around the amphitheater. There will still be
significant room for activities that require grass.

Located on the shores of Foot Lake and Willmar Lake,
Robbins Island bears cultural significance to the
U.S.-Dakota War of 1862. Solomon Foot is considered
one of the first pioneers in the Willmar area, having
survived wounds received in a skirmish related to the
War. The Guri Endresen shelter at Robbins Island is
named after the pioneer woman who is credited with
finding and saving Solomon Foot and Oscar Erickson.
The Swan Swanson family sought refuge at Robbins
Island during this time. Artifacts dating over 3,000
years old have been found throughout the park and
shared with the appropriate historical agencies.

 
Well-located and Connected to Serve a Regional
Population and/or Tourist Destination  
Located in the community of Willmar (population of
approximately 21,000), Robbins Island Regional Park
is a well-known and frequently visited destination for
residents and visitors. Kandiyohi County is home to an
abundance of outdoor activities such as concerts and
art events, youth and adult athletic tournaments, and
community meetings. Four state parks are located
within 60 miles of Robbins Island. Prairie Woods
Environmental Learning Center (PWELC) is located
within 15 miles. PWELC and Sibley State Park provide
environmental education and outdoor recreation,
giving people more reasons to visit Kandiyohi County
and Willmars Robbins Island. Its physical location on
Business Highway 71 in Willmars city limits is well-
placed for people living or visiting the Kandiyohi
County area and as a regional center.

Robbins Island Regional Park is an easily accessible
location that includes a Destination Playground, a
19,000-square-foot community-built playground
designed for people of all abilities. There are seven
modern shelters available for public rental and the
proposed project will provide additional facility space
throughout the year. Throughout the year, visitors
enjoy a wide variety of outdoor activities. The Willmar
Trail is cleared for accessibility during winter months.
Many tournaments and events are hosted in Willmar
due to its location as a regional center. With hundreds
of lakes throughout Kandiyohi County, Willmar is a
destination for recreational and seasonal visitors.

Robbins Island Regional Park is the only designated
regional park in Economic Development District 6E.
According to an Economic Impact study authored by
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The University of Minnesota Extension, the Mid-
Minnesota regions tourism industry generated $355
million of gross sales and employed more than 4,222
people in 2021. This was an increase of 96.13% and
9.66% respectively. Lodging tax data from the Willmar
Lakes Area Convention & Visitors Bureau shows an
increase of 21.73% between 2019 (pre-pandemic) and
2022.

 
Fills a Gap in Recreational Opportunity within the
Region 
This project will build the first two-sided amphitheater
in Minnesota at a location with all the amenities of an
outdoor location such as Robbins Island Regional
Park. The nearest similar structure is Lauridsen
Amphitheater located in Des Moines, IA (nearly 450
miles from Willmar). The nearest outdoor
entertainment venues are located sixty or more miles
from Willmar, and none provide the unique park
setting or access to trails that is found at Robbins
Island.

Robbins Islands location within the most populous city
in Kandiyohi County provides an advantage to the
Citys ability to host a wide variety of events and
activities and attract visitors from throughout
Minnesota. People of all ages and abilities can visit
Robbins Island via personal vehicles, public
transportation, walking and biking trails, or winter
recreational vehicles. Willmar is a culturally diverse
community, with nearly 25% of its population
identifying as a Person of Color and nearly 11%
having a disability (under age 65) (U.S. Census Quick
Facts). The historical significance of the area also
provides a place for people to learn and reflect on the
communitys ancestral roots. The proposed
amphitheater and trail upgrade will be another
opportunity for residents and visitors to participate in
the recreational activities available at Robbins Island.
Willmars west central location is within a few hours
drive to North Dakota, South Dakota, and Iowa,
making it an attractive location for outdoor recreational
and entertainment activities.

 

Attachments
Doc Name Description Url

Letters Of Support Convention and Visitors Bureau 1461788724760-Letter of Support
- CVB.pdf

Letters Of Support Representative Dave Baker 1461788823704-Letter of Support
- Dave Baker.pdf
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Letters Of Support Prairie Woods Environmental
Learning Center

1461788842286-Letter of Support
- David Pederson.pdf

Letters Of Support Representative Dean Urdahl 1461788869780-Letter of Support
- Dean Urdahl.pdf

Letters Of Support DNR 1461788884512-Letter of Support
- DNR.pdf

Letters Of Support Sibley State Park 1461788907375-Letter of Support
- Gary Bullemer.pdf

Letters Of Support Senator Lyle Koenen 1461788932151-Letter of Support
- Lyle Koenen.pdf

Letters Of Support Mid-Minnesota Development
Commission

1461788948557-Letter of Support
- Mid-Minnesota Development
Commission.pdf

Letters Of Support Kandiyohi Soil & Water
Conservation

1461788978584-Letter of Support
- Rick Reimer.pdf

Location Map Figure 1: Robbins Island Map 1461850459415-Robbins Island
Map.JPG

Photo Figure 2: Anglers 1461850510013-Boat Fishing.jpg

Photo Figure 3: Boat Access 1461850524044-Boat Access.jpg

Photo Figure 4: Fishing Pier 1461850569935-Fishing Pier
(1).jpg

Photo Figure 5: Fishing Pier 1461850585539-Fishing Pier
(2).jpg

Photo Figure 6: Robbins Island Beach 1461850607853-Beach.jpg

Photo Figure 7: Open Shelter 1461850622386-Park Shelter.jpg

Photo Figure 8: 5K 1461850643120-5K.jpg

Photo Figure 9: Water Ski Show 1461850660932-Ski Show.jpg

Photo Figure 10: Nature Trail 1461850677527-Nature Trail.jpg

Photo Figure 11: Flags of Honor
Memorial

1461850696332-Flags of Honor
Memorial.jpg

Master Plan Master Park Plan 1461857876681-Willmar Master
Park Plan - Final.pdf

Letters Of Support Kandiyohi County 1461876259473-Letter of Support
- Kandiyohi County.pdf

Criteria 1 Photos Fishing on Foot Lake 1467217693091-Boat Fishing.jpg

Criteria 2 Photos Civilian Conservation Corps
Statue at Flags Memorial

1467218046436-CCC Worker
Statue at Flags Memorial.jpg

Ad Cost Projections Photos Cost Estimate - Robbins Island 1467229663519-Cost Estimate -
Robbins Island.JPG

Development Plan Overview Robbins Island Regional Park Map 1467400672493-Robbins Island
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Uploads Regional Park Map.JPG

Development Plan Overview
Uploads

Robbins Island in the
Summer/Spring/Fall

1467754447802-Robbins Island
Park - Summer Concept.JPG

Development Plan Overview
Uploads

Robbins Island in the winter 1467754467910-Robbins Island
Park - Winter Concept.JPG

Regional Demographic Photos Kandiyohi and Willmar
Demographic Trends

1467829796576-Kandiyohi and
Willmar Demographic Trends.pdf

Feature Uploader 191 Proposed Amphitheater 1468510415763-Ampitheater.JPG

Feature Uploader 190 Four season park shelter concept 1468510754667-Park Shelter
Concept (1).JPG

Feature Uploader 190 Three season park shelter concept 1468510821193-Park Shelter
Concept (2).JPG

Feature Uploader 215 The current beach which will be
restored and include a 4 season
restrooms/changing room along
with a boathouse that will rent
canoes, kayaks and paddle
boards.

1468511069908-Beach Front.JPG

Feature Uploader 194 A nature based destination
playground is proposed at
Robbins Island Park.

1468511417176-Destination
Playground.JPG
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